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COMTING EVENTS

July 18 MRC Board of Trustees, Northern Life Building

July 21-29 Filming of "Mountains Don't Care"”, Cascade Pass area
August 13  King County SAR ASS., King County Courthouse

August 15 MRC Board of Trustees, Northern Life Building

Sept. 10 King County SAR ASS., King County Courthouse

Sept. 19 MRC Board of Trustees, Northern Life Building

Report on House Bill 527

At the June board meeting the Legislative Committee consisting
of Paul Williams and Bill Robinson, Legal Council for MRC reported
that HB527 successfully passed the house by a vote of 92 yeas to 0
nays on April 3rd and also successfully passed the Senate by a vote
of 39 yeas to 5 nays on May 30. The bill was signed into law on
June 25 by Governor Ray. The Governor's signing of the bill capped
a six months struggle by many people associated with volunteer search
and rescue in Washington State especially Bill Robinson who spent many
hours rewriting and lobbying for it's revisions in Olympia. Below
Bill has summarized the major points of HB527.

Significant changes from present law:

1) "Search and rescue" is broadly defined to include recovery
or persons killed while outdoors or as a result of a natural or man-
made disaster. The changes should solve recent problems with D.E.S
treating body recoveries as "training missions". D.E.S. had claimed
that it lacked the authority to provide insurance coverage for a
mission where the victim was known deceased unless it was classified
as a "training mission" but which provided (according to D.E.S.) more
limited coverage than on a rescue mission. Although MRC disagreed
with the D.E.S. interpretation of the law, the legislation was neces-
sary to remove any uncertainty of coverage on any mission.

2) The law was clarified to provide specifically for reim-
bursement to volunteers for economic losses and expenses for partici-
pation in emergency services.
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3) D.E.S. was granted specific statutory authority "to evaluate

and train the public for emergencies". D.E.S. claimed it wanted the

authority so it could train search and rescue coordinators and that

none of the $55,000 appropriated under the act (which is intended

for reimbursement of volunteers) would be used for C.E.S. personnel

or programs. MRC will keep watch on how these funds are used.

4) Where medical treatment of an emergency services worker
is necessary D.E.S. is authorized to make medical anc compensation
payments on an interim basis. The change may help avoid situations
where doctors and hospitals will be after an injured rescuer for pay-
ment while treatment is continuing and the various agencies are pro-
cessing the claim (sometimes a lengthy process).

5) Sheriffs are given the authority to restrict access to a
search and rescue area to "personnel authorized by him". MRC does not
like this provision because an irresponsible "responsible agency" may
use this power to keep out legitimate professional cuality volunteer
rescuers while trying to rely on their own, less experienced local
people.

The final law does not include:

1) A provision for reimbursement to counties for "costs"of
search and rescue was in the original bill as introduced in January.
This was dropped because legislators did not want to provide support
to counties, and apparently believed that volunteer units, available
at no cost to the counties, are more than adequate for the job. MRC
did not take a position on this issue.

2) A provision which would have allowed a county prosecutor
to sue a rescued person for the "costs" of the rescue if the victim
had recklessly disregarded his own or others safety. MRC successfully
opposed that provision as bad policy since there should be few costs
if volunteers are used in search and rescue missions.

MISSIONS

At the June board meeting Rescue Chairman Steve Trafton reported
on the newly formed FART (Fast Alpine Rescue Team). Since its formation
in mid-April FART members have participated in two rescues on Liberty
Ridge, Mt. Rainier. So far this year Liberty Ridge has seen three
separate climbing accidents, two involving serious injury and the third
a minor frostbite and exhaustion problem (see mission #'s 79-06 and
79-04 this issue). Steve stressed that the FART team does not replace
regular members, they merely allow us to pick up missions in which we
normally would not be able to participate. Steve plans to form additional
FART's based on geographical locations in the near future.
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PACK TO WORKT : MEMBER OF FART:

79-05 - Port Townsend Area, Search/Rescue, Air Crash - May 1-2, 1979

At 10:50 PM on the lst Bill Rengstorf, MRC ELT specialist, re-
ceived a call from officer Lee Hahn (King Co. Police Office of
Emergency Services) requesting that a team of 4 be assembled to go
on a search for a downed aircraft in the Port Townsend area.

The plane, a Cessna 182, had departed Seattle-Tacoma airport at
11:45 PM on the 30th of April enroute to Port Angeles with four members
of a Port Angeles family on board. The search was not instigated until
late Tuesday when the son of the pilot began inquiring and when several
pilots reported hearing the tone of an emergency locater transmitter
(ELT) in the area.

An ELT specialist team was called consisting of Rengstorf, Bill
Davis, Jim Cleary, and Gary Glenn. A rendezvous was set for midnight
at the Washington State Aeronautics Building, Boeing Field. The
Snohomish County Sheriff's helicopter was to be used to fly the MRC
team to Port Townsend. In marginal weather the chopper was able to get
to the Snohomish hanger for refueling and after flying at 100' with
landing lights on following the bluff on the west side of Whidbey Island
was able to reach Port Townsend at 2:15 AM.

Upon arrival the MRC team was briefed by Jefferson County Sheriff
Bill Booth. 1In order to utilize the two available B-Line ELT locators
the team was broken into two groups, each with a 4 X 4 vehicle. The
plan was to use existing logging roads to establish boundaries for the
problem area and get directional information on the most likely location
of the downed aircraft.

At 6:45 AM the two teams, having reduced the potential search area
considerably, combined and proceeded on foot. At 7:15 AM a cry for help
was heard and within 15 minutes the teams arrived at the crash site.

The plane had gone down in heavy timber at the 1300' level of a
West facing 60% slope. The plane's location was approximately 1/4 mile
downhill from a logging road. The plane had torn off it's wings in the
crash but fortunately hadn't caught fire. The following assessment of
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the crash victims' injuries was made on site by Medics Cleary and
Glenn.

Patient #1: Ray Erdmann, 49, fractured spine (lumbar region), possible
fractured left femur, lacerated left eye. Initial wvitals
were P-96, R-25, T- 96

Patient #2: Marilyn Erdmann, 48, abdonimal contusions, possible
humerus fracture, very shockg initial vitals were
P-110, R-30 labored, T- 97.4

Patient #3: Linda Erdmann, 23, lower back muscle strain, dislocated
: left big toe, fractured ribs. Initial vitals were
P-100, R-20, T-98.5° F.

The fourth crash victim, Brenda Erdmann, 26, was deceased. An
immediate call was made to Sheriff Booth informing him of the situation
and requesting I.V. fluids, a doctor, stokes litters, backboards,
blankets and 30 people to perform the carryout. At 10:00 AM the first
evacuation party arrived on the scene consisting of a unidue mix of
loggers, Forest Service trail crews, townsfolk from Port Townsend and
Sheriff's Deputies. A doctor arrived at 11:10 AM and verified Cleary
and Glenn's assesment of the injuries. By 12:15 PM all victims had
been transported to the logging road and from there via 4 X 4 to a
waiting MAST chopper for transport to Harborview.

By 3:45 PM all MRC members were back at Boeing Field, again
transported by Snohomish County helicopter, and the mission secured.
Al Errington acted as the In-Town OL.

Seattle MRC - Personnel, 5; Man-hours, 71; Miles, 80.

Postscript: Since the completion of this mission Al Errington, MRC
Chairman, has received numerous calls from the involved legally re-
sponsible agencies praising the effectiveness and professionalism of
the MRC Field Team. The outstanding job done by this rescue team should
serve as an inspiration to us all.

Upon arrival at Harborview it was assessed that all three victims
had lumbar fractures in various degrees of severity. All three have
required vertabrae fusions with full or partial body casts. Linda
Erdmann has been released from-the hospital with Marilyn and Bob
Erdmann expected to follow shortly. Prognosis for all three is for
complete recovery.

79-06- Mt. Rainier, Liberty Ridge, Rescue, May 8, 1979

At 11:00 AM on May 8, Seattle MRC Rescue Chairman, Steve Trafton,
received a call from Linda Givler requesting that he contact Mt. Rainier
Park to obtain information concerning the status of a search for a party
consisting of Stimson Bullit, his two sons and a friend, overdue on a
climb of Liberty Ridge.

Trafton contacted Bill Larson, SAR Coordinator for the Park who
indicated that 2 members of the party had just reached Carbon River to
report one climber with frostbite injuries at the 7100' level of Curtis
Ridge and Stimson Bullit in a snowcave at 13,000 on Liberty Ridge,
exhausted. Larson requested 4 Seattle MRC'rs to meet at State Aero B
(Boeing Field) at 12:00 AM. A callout was made of the newly formed FAF.
obtaining, in addition to Trafton, Al Errington, Gary Glenn, and Bill
Dougall.
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By 12:20 PM all FART's had arrived at Boeing Field where they
were met by the Boeing chopper piloted by Al Scott and transported
to a sand bar on the Carbon River near the Carbon River Entrance.
After discussions with Rangers Wilcox and Conaboy the Boeing bird
took off at 2:15 PM to reconnoiter the ridge. Bullit was spotted
at the 13,000' level seemingly in good condition and since 4 to 5
feet of fresh snow had fallen over the past couple of days it was
decided that rather than attempting to land somewhere on the ridge
and potentially releasing an avalanche, equipment would be lowered
to Bullit including a radio. As equipment was being lowered an
Army Chinook with hoist capabilities arrived on the scene and
following the equipment drop, proceeded to perform the liftout as
the FART's returned to Carbon River to conserve fuel in case the pick
up proved unsuccessfull. An Army Huey was used to pick up the frost-
bitten climber on Curtis Ridge.

Both pick-up's went smoothly with all personnel arriving back
at Carbon River by 3:15 PM. MRC personnel arrived back at Boeing
Field at 4:15 PM and the mission was secured. Jeff Hanna performed as
the In-Town O.L. during the operation.

Seattle MRC - Personnel, 5; Man-hours, 20; Miles, 40.

79-08- Sloan Peak, Search, June 3, 1979

At 1:00 AM on June 3rd, MRC Chairman Al Errington received a
call from the Snohomish County Sheriff's Office requesting assistance
in a search for two overdue climbers on Sloan Pk. The two climbers,
Shawn Whitlow, 23, Seattle and Jan Click, 25, Bellevue, had been on a
one day climb of Sloan Pk. with four other climbers. The party had
split up upon leaving the Sloan Glacier. When Whitlow and Click did
not show up at the trail head that evening the search was instigated.

A callout was started at 1:15 AM with rendezvous set for 3:00 AM
at Woodenville. At 3:20 AM all rescue personnel consisting of Frank
Baird, Base OL, Don Goodman, Field OL, and field personnel, Paul
Williams, John Marconi, and Ernie Deitrich, departed for rendezvous
in Darrington with Sheriff's Officers. After a short stopover in
Darrington the MRC teams arrived at the Cougar Creek base camp (Sloan
Pk. trailhead). Three field teams were established consisting of
both Seattle MRC and Everett MRU. One team would search the trail to
the last seen point, another would cross the Sauk River and search it's
banks while the third would take the Snochomish chopper to the exit area
of the Sloan Glacier and follow the trail down. By 8:00 AM all teams
had departed base and were proceeding with their assignments when at
8:07 AM the subjects walked into base camp. Apparently they had
lagged behind the others on the way down and by the time they reached
swollen Cougar Creek they were tired, had lost the trail, and daylight
was fading. After several attempts to find the trail they decided to
bivouac rather than risk the crossing.

By 9:20 all of the rescue teams had returned to base and by 12:00
PM all personnel arrived in Woodinville (after experiencing our first
new truck flat tire) and the mission secured. In addition to the afore-
mentioned field personnel Tom Hudson drove the truck and Bob Svenson
acted as the In-Town O.L.

Seattle MRC - Personnel, 7; Man-hours, 79; Miles, 220.
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79-09- Mt. Rainier, Liberty Ridge, Search/Rescue - June 4, 1979

. At 4:00 AM on June 4 Rescue Chairman Steve Trafton received a
call from the Department of Emergency Services requesting them to
contact Bill Larson at Mt. Rainier Park re. possible injured climbers
on Liberty Ridge. Trafton contacted Larson who requested four FART
members to assist in the search for two climbers, one possibly injured.
A party of four consisting of Stewart Coleman, Bruce Calment, Diane
Elderkamp, and Seattle MRC member Chris Mork had split up at Thumb
Rock, Stewart and Bruce proceeding towards the summit and Diane and
Chris retreating to Curtis Ridge. Bruce and Stewart were seen towards
the top of the ridge and then sometime later descending very slowly
with one apparently injured. Chris and Diane hiked out to Carbon
River and contacted Ranger Wilcox who instigated the search.

Trafton started a callout obtaining Al Errington, Gary Glenn, and

Don Goodman. Rendezvous was set for 5:15 AM at Bellevue airport where
it was arranged to meet an Aero Copter Bell 206. Errington and Glenn
rode in the chopper while Goodman and Trafton drove down with teams
"arriving at the Carbon River entrance by 6:45 AM. At this time the
weather was overcast so it was decided to wait awhile for a possible
break. After one unsuccessful attempt to get above the clouds the
decision was made to ferry both teams up the Carbon River as far as
possible then to go on foot from there. By 7:45 AM both teams were at
the suspension bridge at the foot of the Carbon Glacier and proceeding
up the trail to Mystic Lake. At 10:00 AM the teams radioced in that they
had climbed up out of the weather at 5400'. A request was made for
chopper assistance as the teams proceeded onto 6700' on Curtis Ridge
(drop off point for Carbon Glacier).

: A (Chinook out of Fort Lewis was obtained with pick up on Curtis
set for 2:30 PM. The Chinook arrived and picked up both teams at 2:15 PM.
The initial fly-by of the ridge revealed an S.0.S. in the snow at Thumb
. Rock and one climber standing outside an apparent snow cave. As the
chopper hovered between Thumb Rock and the edge of Willis Wall Errington
was lowered on a jungle penetrator and the chopper returned to Curtis
Ridge to save fuel. At 2:50 PM Errington radioed back that the subject,
Bruce Calment, had an apparent broken collarbone and ribs sustained
when hit by rockfall at 12,500' the day before, and that the subject was
ready for pick up. Goodman and Trafton remained on Curtis Ridge while
Medic Glenn stayed with the Chinook. Successful pick up of the subject,
again using the penetrator, was made at 3:00 PM and the Chinook pro-
ceeded back to the Carbon River entrance. Goodman and Trafton waited on
Curtis Ridge for Errington to descend with the subjects partner Stewart
Coleman. At 5:30 PM Al and Stewart had arrived back at 6700' Curtis
Ridge and all personnel reached the Carbon River entrance at 9:00 PM
and the mission was secured. It was later determined that Calment had
indeed broken his collarbone in addition to fracturing five ribs. The
Chinook pilots are to be given credit for their performance having
safely hovered the huge chopper in a very tight spot with gusty winds
making control of the bird at best difficult.

Seattle MRC - Personnel, 4; Man-hours, 64; Miles, 130.
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MRC Training

A two day presentation was given on May 11 and 13 for basic
level students of the Seattle Mountaineers on the subject of small
party self rescue. The in-town lecture on the 1llth consisted of
Steve Trafton talking on climbing leadership, Al Errington discussing
accident prevention and response, Jim Cleary presenting a slide show
on rescue techniques and Wayne Misenar showing how to improvise rescue
equipment from standard climbing gear. The following Sunday, various
people from the Seattle Mountaineers and Boe-Alps were present at the
Lower Index Town Wall where Jim Cleary talked about Basic First Aid
Equipment, Al Errington, Steve Trafton, and Martin Waller demonstrated
the Sitztraga and simple lowerings with Bill Davis giving an excellent
talk on helicopter usage and safety. The Seattle Mountaineers extended
a warm thank you to all people involved and hoped for a seminar of as
high a quality in the upcoming years. Many thanks again to Glenn
Brindeiro, Al Errington, Wayne Misenar, Bill Davis, Martin Waller and
Steve Trafton.

Eightmile Campground on the Icicle River near Leavenworth was the
sight of our annual Spring practice. There was an excellent turnout
on both Saturday and Sunday to discuss and practice new techniques of
finding Emergency Locator Transmitters and practicing various rescue
techniques.

Saturday was kicked off with a fine lecture glven by Bill Rengstorf
and Joe Kassuba on the problems associated with ELT's. The major problem
that was set-up for Saturday included 3 victims hanging from a 40~ slope
with moulage to help confuse the searchers. First aid was done, then
the problem of transporting the 3 victims up hill by litter was dealt
with. .

Sunday was a productive day using both long ropes and cable in
various ways. The highlight of the day was when an aerial tramway using
cable was set up like an acrobats wire, where a litter is pulled across
and above an obstacle. A little excitement was created when a ten foot
boulder being used for anchoring one end of the wire started to teeter
when loaded. In the end a safe, productive day was had by all. The
practice ended with all personnel arriving safely home by 6:00 PM.

On June 30th we held our annual Moat and Scrund Rescue Practice
at the Big Four Mtn. Cirque. Although it rained cat's and dog's we
had a good showing. Mike Kalvelage, Joe Catalanis, John Marconi, Al
Errington, Steve Trafton, Martin Waller, Frank Baird, Sam Gardner, Jim
Doherty (guest), Dave Dornini {(guest from Bellingham MRC), Tamara
McCollom, Deb Riehl, Bill Davis and Al Albright contributed to make
this a worthwhile practice sessions despite the weather. In addition
to the field personnel two members of the BEARS (Boeing Employees
Amature Radio Society) also attended to practice establishing communi-
cation between the field teams and Rescue Seattle. We were able to
complete one cable raise using a nylon tag line before scuba gear would
have been required to continue the practice. Thanks to all MRC'ers for
attending this practice and a spe01al thanks to the BEARS for helping
with communications.

Jim Cleary - Rescue Chairman
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Tied-In

At the June Board Meeting Cherri Mann was elected to Rescue
Support status. Cherri has been very active in the Seattle Moun-
taineer climbing programs and is currently in charge of the Moun-
taineers Basic Course. We all look forward to working with Cherri,

"a fine new addition to MRC. Our current membership stands at 117,
88 full rescue and 29 support.

Traditional Names to Remain
From the A.A.C. Newsletter:

The Washington State Board on Geographical Names recently turned
down the request of some ardent Tacomans to change the name of Mount
Rainier to Tahhomah, of Baker to KomaKulsha, and of St. Helens to
Lawala Clough. Aside from the practical views of mapmakers, etc.
(Rainier was named in 1792), the Board explained that the Indian word
‘"Tahhomah, or Tahomah" simply means any snow-capped peak.

PRESTON MACY

We recently received word of the passing of Preston,
one of MRC's first honorary members installed in
1964. Preston was Superintendent of Mt. Rainier
National Park for many years and prior to that -
Superintendent of Olympic National Park. Although
Preston never was an active field member of Seattle
MRC he gave us great assistance and support in es-
tablishing ourselves as the prime mountain rescue
unit in the state. He started the policy of using
unit's like ourselves for search and rescue work at
Mt. Rainier, a policy which stands today. Preston
was truly a friend and inspiration to all who knew
him. He will be greatly missed.

Bergtrage is published semi-monthly by the Seattle Mountain
Rescue Council, P.0O. Box 67, Seattle, Wa. 98111. Member of

the Mountain Rescue Association. Editor: Don Goodman, 782-9235.
Articles and pictures are welcome.
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THIS-N-THAT

Virginia Mason Hospital Mountaineering Medical Seminars are
taking a summer break, they will resume again on October 3rd . . .
The American Alpine Club has recently published a comprehensive
index to the American Alpine Journal from 1924-1976. It is
available from the A.A.C. office . . . . . Dorrell Looff honorary
member of MRC, recently coordinated the first joint disaster ex-
ercise of the American Radio Relay League and Pacific Northwest
Division Chapters of the American Red Cross. Dorrell is chairman
of the Disaster Services Division of ARC. Practice radio messages
transmitted dealt with a hypothetical major earthquake which re-
sulted in wide distruction and major fires in Seattle . . . . .
Recently two of our members have been involved in accidents, one
in the hills and one on the highway. Lee Dreyer, MRC Secretary,
tangled with a dump truck, and lost but is home and doing fine.

Lee wants to thank all the MRC support she received while recovering,
it really was an inspiration to her. Warren Thompson, MRC Medic and
Treasurer, tore many of the ligaments in his knee while climbing on
Cutthroat Pk.. Buzz Mersearue, one of Warren's climbing partners,
said Warren was the worst patient he had ever had. Warren managed
to struggle out ("no way are they going to rescue me!") and went
into surgery. Things have been complicated by phlebitis (flea bites?)
but Warren is hopefull for a speedy recovery but no more climbing

for him this summer. . . . . Paul Williams reported that the Rocky
Mountain Rescue Group put on an exceptional show for the MRA meeting
in June. He reports that the new Vice President of MRA is our own
renowned George Sainsbury. Paul said George was a bit surprised to
hear he was the new V.P. after Paul had returned from the meeting.

Thanks for volunteering George ! ! ! . . . . .Speaking of Paul
Williams, I recently climbed Merchant Pk. and saw his name in the
register, the date, 8/7/49, what an old fart ! ! ! . . . . Martin

Waller Equipment Chairman, reports that we have received our new

low stretch 300' Blue Water ropes. These ropes will replace the 300'
MSR ropes for long lowers and raises. Also added to our rope stock
are 3 new 165' ropes . . . . Olympic MR has got a new truck and is
selling their old one . . . . ESAR graduated 36 new volunteer search
and rescue personnel from this year's training courses. Congratulations
and welcome to these fine new search and rescue volunteers. . .

Last month, on the same weekend, some MRC boys and girls attacked the
North side of Mt. Rainier. Four separate parties consisting solely or
partially of Seattle MRC personnel attempted all three of the major
North side routes. Don Goodman and Mike Kalvelage were trying Curtis
Ridge. Ken Small was in a party on Liberty Ridge, Joe Catalanis was

in another party on Liberty Ridge, and Bill Davis, Tamara McCollom, and
Cherri Mann were trying Ptarmigan Ridge. The final score was 3 to 1
in favour of Rainier. Goodman and Kalvelage didn't feel like playing
bowling ball, Small didn't want to try a bridge over a big crevasse,
Davis, McCollom and Mann ran out of time and steam; only Catalani's
party persisted in reachlng Liberty Cap. ©Oh well, at least we tried,
more or less. . .
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