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CURTIS RIDGE RESCUE
N North Side - Mount Rainier National Park
June 16, 17, 18, 1949

First knowledge of a problem was 8:30 p.m. Sunday, June 15, when a friend of the
climbing party asked Gene Fear if anyone was overdue on the North Side route of Mt.
Rainier. He reported that it was an exceptionally strong party and well equipped, and
no problems were anticipated. He was advised by Fear to call White River in the morning
if the party was still overdue.

The first call for MRC assistance was at approximately 6:45 p.m. Monday, when
Ranger Lockwood called Simac and reported that they had spotted via airplane a stranded
party on Curtis Ridge Route and that the park could use some assistance. MRC was
advised that N.P.5, was sending a four-man team from Longmire to Camp Schurman via
C.G. chopper as the initial rescue effort., This team was to climb to 13,600"' at the first
opportunity and attempt to reach the stranded party by descend ng the snow finger to the
distressed party. MRC Tacoma was requested to try to rendezvous with the C.G. chopper
for airlift to the Prow by 9 p.m. Simac dispatched three men at 7:45. They arrived White
River at 9:15 - too late for airlift via chopper.

The MRC Team talked with Ranger DalléMolle about progress so far. The problem,
as seen from the airplane, was that four men were in trouble. Three men were on a small
snowfield low on Curtis Ridge; two were standing and waving; one was in a sleeping bag

'aving both arms. Approximately 80' below them, on a ledge of rock, was one man waving
one arm and not moving his legs.

Climbing signout records list the party leader as Gary Frederickson, 27, and party
members as Glen Frederickson - 20, Carl Moore - 34, George Dockery - 37, Peter T.
Santdtedt - 21, with complete overnight ¢climbing equipment,

The rescue log at White River reported:

Ranger car check - at 6 p.m. - 6/15,

Ranger car check - at 8:02 a.m. 6/16.

Wife called - at 9:20 a.m. - 6/16.

Permission for air check of climbing party.

Spotted from air at approximately 4:05 - 6/16 (Monday).

MRC Tacoma Team remained at White River Entrance until consolidated, then
traveled to Sunrise Base area so as to sieep in acclimatization environment. (Note: The
road to Sunrise had been just opened that morning by snowblower equipment.)

Weather report - Clear, hot - through Wednesday.
In-town MRC coordinator, John Simac, asked for direct support from Olympic and
“=attle MRC units. Standby teams were made ready and the climb sponsoring club was

‘\re'quested to furnish base support.

Long range MRC radios were diverted from another search effort to act as
communications for Base Operations.
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The in-town coordinator, knowing the difficulties of the route, began to call for
technical climbers familiar with the route. Also, knowing past and present conditions
\—-n the mountain, it was evident that special high-altitude helicopters would be needed.
Simac initiated an effort to get the loan of Weyerhaeuser's Bell Jet Ranger. Unfortunately
the regular pilot, Dale Erdelbrock, was not available {National Guard Summer Camp).
The chopper was available, but no pilot.

In-town coordination secured at 0200, after being assured that C.G. chopper and one
other would be at Sunrise at first light.

5a.m. - At first light Tuesday, 6/16/69, ten of the Northwest's finest technical
high aititude climbers were at Sunrise with 20 climbers in backup support. Standby
teams were alerted.

Marcia Hamann, a Fred Harvey Co. employee visiting in the area, was drafted as
cook for breakfast.

Many climbers calling in offering assistance. Only route experts were accepted.

6:00 to 7:00 a.m. - Tuesday 6/16. Rescue Teams ready to move, awaiting helicopters.
Jim Valder, Park Operations Leader, met with Base and all field and MRC Operation
leaders to analyze the situation. All aspects were discussed: airlift, backup, support,
route, etc. They set up a general plan of rescue priorities and assigned airlift priorities
to climbers so as to be ready when the promised choppers arrived.

N After the Northwest's best climber had looked at the party's location by telescope
it was determined that this was a serious rescue problem. Time was of the essence.
Distance to travel on foot in deep, slushy snow prohibited an overland attack on the
problem. Elevation needed to be gained and descended would take too long - too much
energy to be accomplished in one day. So Rescue climbers and operations leaders agreed
that the only chance of rescuing the four hinged on the availability of a chopper to set
fresh rescuers near the victims.

The general plan was to put only top climbers in the first teams lifted to the saddle.
Climbers were screened for route and second aid knowledge. I.V. packets and drugs
were in the first and second teams. All climbers familiar with the route were assigned to
the saddle airlift. All support teams would be lifted to the Prow, with possibility of
second airlift to the saddle as needed. Supplies, food, equipment were ordered for all
possible alternatives - via chopper airlift or by land evacuation. Condition of victims
still unknown at this time.

Radio communications from the N.P.S. four-man team climbing the Emmons Glacier
reported 40° temperature and very slow, mushy snow, at 7 a.m.

7 a.m. - Base was advised by Simac that no choppers would be available -- Alpine
Helicopters not available, and that the C.G. chopper would not be available until extent
“injuries were confirmed.
S

7:10 a.m. - Climbers and OL's reevaluated the problem. Over land and snow evacuation
was virtually impossible due to human energy cost and length of time to travel the distance,
Some kind of airlift past the soft snow to a high level was mandatory.
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7:15 a.m. - Base called land line to Simac with instructions to acquire a helicopter
with cable capabilities regardless of cost. He was given a list of such types and locations
\—nd authorization to expend MRC funds, if necessary, for any high altitude helicopter
that could be available fast,

6:30 to 7:15 a.m. - Victims under surveillance by telescope from Sunrise. Climbers
study their problem and possible routes. Sunrise to Tacoma long range communications
in operation. Base was advised of CD Number 69-52 as Mission Number.

Approximately 7:30 Simac called back. No helicopter available with cable, but assured
Base that a supercharged Bell from Alpine Helicopter, with Carl Spee as pilot, would
be available after a two-hour delay - pilot in Seattle, chopper in Newhalem. Pilot was
advised of emergency situation. Alpine's crew flew by small plane to Newhalem to get
chopper. ETA Sunrise 11 to 12 a.m.

Simac also advised base that Weyerhaeuser Jet Ranger chopper would be available
as soon as the regular pilot could be returned to Tacoma from the National Guard Summer
Camp. A coordinated effort to get the regular pilot from Selah, Washington, to Tacoma
was in readiness. He was to call Simac as soon as possible.

Approx. 8:40 a.m. - Ranger Jim Valder and Gene Fear, MRC, called a meeting of all
Rangers and rescue people, where they were advised of the 2-3 hour delay and the
progress of the overall effort - in town and at base. Airlift priorities were discussed and
I.V. equipment evaluated.

™ High chopper airlift to 13,600 Low altitude chopper airlift to Prow
(Saddle) with possible shuttle to Saddle
NPS - John Dalle Moile, F.O.L. T - Jim Haneline - F.O.L.
S - Jim Mitchel T - Lou Whittaker ) .
T - Lee Nelson S - Jim Wickwire ) First - to Saddle
S - Dan Davis S - Al Errington )
C - Dave Mahre S - Ed Boulton ) 2nd - to Saddle
T - Bill Lehman
S - Chuck Crenshaw T - Jim Farren ) 3 -
S - Gary Glemn T - Mike Farren } L ar
Additions S - Dick Pargeter ) s _ K
NP CLift wi T - Bob Knowles ) L
5 - Ra.n‘.c];;ir Ha(:irt - all:'h t with O - Dave Sicks
cable and winch. S - Steve Trafton

NPS - Pinniek to relieve Bill Wade, who
became ill at 13,600",

- Wade returned to Base and became Legend: T -~ Tacoma MRC
Asst. NPS Op. Leader. S - Seattle MRC
O - Olympic MRC
C - Central MRC
A - Summit Alpine Club
NPS - National Park Service
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Team to be left at Prow {support only) MRC Base Operations
T - Jack Wilkins T - Gene Fear - O.L.
S T - Bill Johnson O - Glen Kelsey - F.O.L.

A - Oliver Kienholz T - George Cashman - Radio O.L.
A - Clay Kienhoiz T - Steve Siehl - Runner
A - Tom Armond A - Chet Haven
A - Dale Herschfeid A - Bud Evicson
A - Jim Bartrum A - Ron Genda

NPS - Fladmark A - Bennett Muncey

NPS - Points

NPS Operations
tn-Town Coordinators Jim Valder - Rescue O.L.
T - John Simac Cleve Pinniex - F.O.L.
T - Bert Brown S - Ome Daiber John Dalle Molle - F.O.L,
S - Jerry Sable O - Harold Pinsch
NP5 Team #1 - on the mountain at 13,600’

Support in Base Operations Bill Wade - F.O.L.

NPS - 2 Rangers - C.R.0. Longmire Coffeen

NPS - John Townsley - Park Supt. Sanborn

NP5 - Harry M, Elsey - Special Asst. Gearhard

to Asst. Director - Policy Analysis
and Program, Wash., D.C.
NPS - Tim Hall
N NPS - Vic Viera

NPS - Gary Bridgeman
NPS - 4 rangers - Longmire to Sunrise equipment shuttle (land)
NP5 - Road Crew

14

Crewmen on 4 helicopters
Miss Marcia Hamann

In-town O.L. and Park officials' efforts to acquire any helicopter that could lift the
rescuers to a high spot on the mountain were frustrating, yet heroic. One minute we had
a helicopter - the next we didn't. Over 20 long distance phone calls were made searching
for helicopters, with none available with the capability or pilot expertise we needed.
Everyone knew that time was short and lives were endangered. Any moment anocther life
could be lost.

Finally, in desperation, Mountain Rescue operations leaders ordered their total funds
expended for any helicopter that could at least put a medical man on the snow finger to
aid the distressed men. Ironically, the one person who might have found us the helicopter
we needed was not aware of the problem,.

MRC in-town O.L.'s put 21 men on standby alert in the event no chopper could be found.
There are only a few helicopters with the high elevation hover capability needed in Wash.
State, and only available from commercial companies, which charge from $200 to $300

er hour. Even their availabllity depends upon their present workload and mechanical
“status, as well as the pilot's expertise.
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A cable lowering and raising system aboard such a helicopter c:uld have shortened
rescue times by hearly 20 hours. If such equipment were immediately available, by
Seing dedicated to this purpose, 1t could possibly have saved over 40 hours and have
picked the injured up on the second day, and saved endangering the lives of 12 rescuers,
who finally effected the rescue on what is probably one of the most dangerous areas on
Mt. Rainier.

Operations leaders in such a rescue analyze the approximate cost in manhours,
equipment and time in determining the best possible alternatives to save life and limb,.
The ceost, just in wages lost and park employees removed from their regular duties,
becomes a staggering sum of money 1n such a technical rescue. Approximately 60 men

were involved for 46 hours each on this rescue effort.

So that everyone may better understand the values of a helicopter with the capabilities

needed for rescue secrvices in mountainous terrain, sstimated costs of three possible

alternatives are attachz=d as Appendix A,

Tuesday, June 17, 1963 - Sunrise Base (All times approximate)
9:00 a.m. - NPS team reported a snow bridge gave way at 12,000"; one climbing pack
lost in zrevasse. Party delayed while pack retrieved with 60' rope and ice axe.

10:00 a.m. - Simac called with additional chopper information and was advised of progress
and requested to have doctors on standby,

10:15 a.m. - Press helicopter flew past base. This reaily demoralized the climbers, who
had been waiting 5 hours for some chopper to lift them past hip deep snow

- on the Emmons Glacier,

10:30 a.m. - Limac called Base that Dr. Del Kohler and Dr, Paul Gertsmann were on standby
to land at Bunrise if doctors were needed. Condition of victims still unknown
atl this time.

11:00 a.m. - No news., Ciimbers resting - patiently waiting. JSome leaders using telescope
for route evaluat.on,

11:15 a.m. - Coast Guard chopper arrives. Why? Last information Base haca was ithat it
was nol availavle unless njuries were confirmed.

11:17 a.in, - Advisec by 3lhina: that Weyerhaeuser chopper was available and would leave

- Tacoma in 1y hours.

11:30 a.m. - WPJ5 team at saddle 13,600 resting. Nearly exhausted because of wet, deep snow.

11:31 a.m. - Simac advized Weyerhaeuser ETA 1:15 - 1:30 p.m.

11:35 a.m. - NP5 Team at .acdle reported wind and temperature; requested equipment
air drop.

11:50 a.m. - Jimac requests fuel for Weyerhaeuser chopper from stores at Longmire.
Unbroken secals oniy. MRC offer truck transport from Tacom. with fuel if
necded. Also offzr food and funds, if nezded.

11:55 a.m. - C.G. chopper agres: to altempt air drop of emergency supplies te team at saddle

12:15 pom, - C.G. lifts off to {rzelall cupplies needed by Wade and NPS Team at the Saddle.

12:20 p.m. - Press and TV arvivs via Seattle Airways Bell Jet Ranger.

12:30 p.m. - C.G. chopper accomplishes air drop at 13600' in Zaddle. (CG can onty fly with

k-F

spoiter zlanc as cover.)
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Tuesday, June 17, 1969

w 2:45 p.m.
12:45 p.m.
12:50 p.m.
13:00 p.m.

1308
1320

1330

1340

"350
1400
1420
1425

1430
1450

1510
1520
1535
1540
1600
1605

]

CG drops walky-talky to victims and returns to Sunrise, Walky-talky is
inoperative. Emergency radio would receive but not transmit, so finger
signals were used.
Bill Wade reported not feeling well.
Filots Carl Spee and Jim Mueller on supercharged Bell chopper arrive at
Sunrise. Also Alpine's fuel truck and crewman arrive.
Marcia Hamann, Fred Harvey employee, drafted as cook at Sunrise to feed
40-o0dd rescue personnel on hand. Food arrives from Longmire.
Weather report from the Saddle: 40° - E 10 MPH
Lou Whittaker gets a ride with KING TV in Seattle Airways Jet chopper to
evaluate the route and the victims' position on the cliff and snow finger.
Weyerhaeuser chopper arrives with Bert Brown and MRC extra radio. Not
regular pilot - unfamiliar with aircraft, so declined to attempt high level
landing. Due to heat all chopper pilots uneasy about lift capabilities of their
aircraft.
Seattle Airways chopper returns. Lou Whittaker reports victim on ledge,
unroped, and in extremely precarious position. Four helicopters in Sunrise
parking lot unable to fly, Very discouraging to rescuers. Many had been on
the mountain 13 hours with no progress toward helping the victims, whose
conditions were still unknown. Victims had been on the mountain over 75
hours at this time, and nearly 45 hours in a distress situation. Fortunately
the weather was in their favor.
Choppers agree to fly - weather cooling some. Light stratus moving into
upper elevations,
T.ee Nelson on Super Bell is lifted to Saddle. Reports #1 Team at Saddle very
tired.
Jim Mitchel attemnpts to land on Finger snowfield, lifted by KING TV press
press chopper from Seattle Airways.
Jim Mitchel try no good. With one runner on snow, no time to step out before
chopper rotors mushed out. Mitchel lifted to Saddle and joined first team.
Dan Davis lifted to 3addle. Nelson, Mitchel & Davis working down finger.
L.ou Whittaker reports his evaluation:

3 victims tied to rock, apparently in very good shape.

1 is 60'-80' below on ledge in very dangerous position. Moving only one

arm. Legs are covered. No rope visible.

Dalle Molle and Lehman to Saddle. Bill Wade returns.
First team almost to bottom of finger,.
Weather cocling. CG chopper to shuttle men to Prow.
F.O.L. Haneline at Prow,
Voice contact established with 3 upper victims.
Mitchell reports 2 uninjured and walking; one injured in arm, walking. Unable
to move down to them - rockfall very heavy. Request more rope from Saddle.
Team progressing slowly, evaluating rotten rock and route problems.

1600 - 1605-(Details extracted from Lee Nelson's reports of rescue)

e

We made voice contact with the three sitting together on a small bench below a
150" rotten rock cliff. The leader calmly told us that two of them were uninjured
two were injured but not in immediate need of medical aid, and one was dead.
They had been caught in a rockslide. The dead man was tied in 20' below them at
the edge of a fifty-foot cliff. The fifth man had been thr own over the cliff and
had been lowered into an overhand shortly after the accident.
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1610 - CRO Longmire requests names of injured and status of all the party immediately.
1616 - Mitchel reports: Glen Frederickson - Uninjured.
Carl Moore - Uninjured.
Gary Frederickson - Injured arm and back.
Peter Sandstedt - Injured ? ?
George T. Dockery wearing a blue Breitenback Parka.

1630 - {(From Lee Nelson's notes) Jim and I unroped so we would not pull loose rocks
onto the three in the fall line and began a search for a safe route below. 1
climbed down a steep ice gully to the west of the cliff but, unfortunately, it
terminated at a 50' rotten vertical cliff, with no apparent route to the three.
As I climbed back I heard a rockslide on the 150 ft. cliff. Mitchel said a fifty
pound rock narrowly missed the three.

1640 - Radio request by Nelson for cable, horsecollar lift - NOW!

1640 - (From Lee Nelson's notes) I then requested a helicopter with a 200' cable and
horsecollar be sent in to pick up the climbers below and lift them down to a
snowfield on the lower Curtis Ridge. A chopper was sent up without gear to
check hovering conditions. The pilot thought the air was too turbulent for a
horsecollar pickup.

1645 - Mitchel requesting Dave Mahre for team effort to reach Sandstedt before dark,

1650 - {From Lee Nelson's notes) At this time Dave Mahre and Dan Davis arrived on
the scene. Dave, Dan, and I explored the rock ridge to the east of the cliff. This
rock was sounder and Dave suggested a rope be lowered from this point to the
three below., Other men arrived from above at about 6 p.m. Dave and I roped
up and began a search down the east side (Russell Cliffs) for a route to Pete

N Sandstedt. We climbed down a steep snow traverse onto a ridge, then into a
steep ice gully that ran out onto a short, nearly vertical rock pitch protected
by one piton. Then after climbing down a snow finger too far, we backtracked
up to the piton pitch, where we made volce contact with Szndstedt. Sandstedt
was becoming impatient by this time, he knew there were people in the area,
and it was growing late. Another night in the '"grotto' did not appeal to him.

1735 - Evacuation of three upper victims and radio request for more rope from Saddle
Camp by descending teams. Power winch, food, tentage, etc.
1810 - Whittaker and Wickwire request permission to voluntarily try a high traverse

across the Emmons to the end of the snow finger - extremely dangerous route
with heavy rockfall, Second volunteer team in support. (One possible
evacuation route.)

1815 - Pete Hart to Saddle with special equipment requested by Mitchel. All high
climbers to Saddle missions completed. Alpine's Super Bell assigned to Prow
- Saddle shuttle with Liou Whittaker and Jim Wickwire first team off Prow.
{(Traverse route abandoned as too dangerous to life.)

1825 - Mitchel requests another radio from Saddle Camp for Nelson's and Mahre's
effort to reach Sandstedt before dark,
1850 - Prow requests for ropes. Sent.
1905 - Saddle shuttle still operating.
1910 - Evacuation of upper three victims begins. Rockfall heavy past Sandstedt.
2010 - Nelson reports he is 30' vertical and 300' lateral from Sandstedt.
N A Y- - Nelson radios Mitchel for reason for heavy rockfall in his dangerous area

(upper teams raising Gary Frederickson). Nelson holds up traverse during
lifts of victims.

1745 - Simac, Brown and minister, Dr., John Magee, to Dockery residence for
Tues. notification. Pastor Ludwig Siqueland (family minister) arrived shortly thereafter
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2020

2030
2050
2115
2100
2130

1900-2400

2200

2200

Nelson attempts voice contact with Sandstedt. Reports victim can walk,
Shoulder injury - needs rope belay,

Second victim up.

Whittaker and Wickwire set up 400" fixed line to assist climb up very

rotten rock and ice. They join up with Nelson and Mahre.

Third man up - Lower traverse continues.

Victims en route to Saddle.

Ropes to Saddle. Special flight and fly-by with Park officials aboard.

Mahre accidentally loses pack, which falls 2000 ft. to glacier.

Sandstedt climbing on belay.

(From Lee Nelson's notes) Dave and I radioed up to Mitchell to check the
progress of the evacuation of the three. It was going nicely above, they had
hauled one man up and estimated they would have the other two in about twenty
minutes. We held our position on the ridge so as not to be clobbered by rockfall
from the activity above us. At about 8 p.m, Lou Whittaker and Jim Wickwire
contacted us by radio from Schurmann Cabin asking if we still wanted support
on the Russell Cliffs. The Russell Cliff Route was a possible evacuation route
for Sandstedt if he could not climb up. Mahre had made the first and only
ascent of this route, but thought it a better risk than down the Curtis Ridge.

We requested Jim and Lou be flown up to assist us. We wanted fixed ropes

in the route above us. At about 9 p.m. Mitchell called on the radio. Our route
was clear, the men above had been pulled up. Dave led down the steep gully
belayed by me, then I climbed down to Dave, where he belayed me as [ traversed
to the left on a downsloping loose mud and boulder ledge. There was a good
view of the upper Carbon Glacier. I found a large boulder that seemed fairly
secure in the dry mud, and belayed Dave over to me. He then belayed me while
I climbed into the ""Grotto.'! Pete was happy to see us. I climbed to within 15
feet of Pete only to be stopped by downsloping boulders and mud covered with
from two to six inches of slippery ice from water dripping from the overhang
above. On the third attempt I reached Pete, tied him into the middle of the rope,
put gloves on his hands and started him across the traverse, with a tight rope
from Dave and me. Pete had no ice axe or crampons, could not see well, had

a dislocated right arm, but he climbed slowly and beautifully along the ledge

to the gully in the waning light. When we reached a small shelf at the base of
the gully, we heard a shout from Jim Wickwire and Lou Whittaker who had just
completed fixing the route above. We stopped for a moment to dig out headlamps
and feed and water Sandstedt, then tied him into the line tossed down from above.
With Jim and Lou pulling from above and Dave pushing from below, Sandstedt
climbed the difficult piton pitch. From that point it was just a matter of time

to the bivouack camp on the ridge., We arrived there at about 1:30 a.m,,

stuffed Sandstedt into Crenshaws tent, fed him hot chocolate and soup.

Prow support teams bed down for rest. DBase secures for the night, Radio
reports from mountain evac. teams indicate they are making progress. Alert
teams to monitor radio. All others have first sleep in 36 hours.

O.L.'s plan evacuation in a.m. Carl Spee, pilot of Alpine Helicopter, requested
to hold his aircraft overnight; request granted. Plans were to hold Prow teams
until Saddle and Finger Teams were off. Pilot agreed to lift body off mountain
if ground support was given this special lift. All victims were to be lifted off
by chopper, as well as all heavy rope, tents and equipment. Rescuers to be
lifted off if snow conditions were not good for a walk off.
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 J030 - Three upper victims reach Saddle Camp - food and warmth,

0130 - Sandstedt at Snow Finger Camp - would rest until first light, then climb to
Saddle Camp for lift off.

0530 - Prow radio check-in. 5addle Camp check-in, Three men ready for lift off.

0600 - Pete Sandstedt and rescuers ascending finger.
Mitchel and Dalle Molle descending cliff to he ground support for body pickup.

0620 - Carl Moore and Gary Frederickson at Sunrise,

0630 - CRO informed of progress. In-town informed of progress.

0650 - Two men request permission to descend from Prow.

0650 - Glen Frederickson and Bill Lehman at Sunrise.

0730 - Body recovery ground team ready. 2 men on ground, 1 man on cliff with
radic to monitor set in chopper.

0730 - Sandstedt and rescue party at Saddle.

0745 - Beodyat Prow, chopper to Saddle for Sandstedt.

0800 - Zancstedt at Base.

0907 - Body Evac. Team ascending Finger to Zaddle.

0920 - Chopper assigned to 1ift off high rescuers and equipment.

0930 - Two rangers depart Prow for White River.

0935 - Dockery family at White River.

0940 - Chopper starts continucus Saddle-to-Sunrise shuttle - total of 11 flights.

1005 - Dockery family at Sunrise.

1230 - Seven return to Sunrise from Prow via White River walk-out.

N1 250 - 5ix returned from Prow - walked out.

1340 ~ Alpine Helicopter reports 12.5 flight hours and departs from Sunrise to home
base.

1200-1400 - Base cleanup and food-equipment check - Rescue reports.

1340 - MRC Equipment truck leaves Sunrise.

1400 - Mountain Rescue effort completed at Sunrise. All Teams depart for home.

1800 - Mission completed,

Only sketchy reports of the actual accident were given by the victims at Sunrise Base.
Carl Moore and Glen Frederickson were on a Z2-man rope below the 3-man rope that fell,
Carl reports seeing a bushel sized rock hit Dockery in the face. A rockslide hac caught them
sending the complete team cartwheeling down the rotten rock and icy, very steep slope.
Sandstedt was hit on the arm and shoulder with another large rock. The team slid down
into a divided gully - where Gary Frederickson slid to one side and Dockery and Sandstedt
to the other. Their climbing rope caught on a small nubbin of exposed rock. Frayed as
the climbing rope was, it held and stopped the falling team with Gary in a see-saw belay
for Dockery and Sandstedt, who had been thrown over the cliff.

Carl and Glen managed to secure the belay and eventually lowered Sandstedt to a
tiny ledge with two footholds.,

The three secured Dockery, then proceeded to keep Sandstedt supplied via an B0' rope
«_ vith food, clothing and water. It was necessary to morally support Sandstedt and keep him
awake, because he was not tied in. If he fell asleep he would lose his footholds and fall
2000' to the glacier below.
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Sandstedt's pack was torn from his body in the wild cartwheel down the mountain
and was lost, Gary's stove was damaged beyond repair. This contributed to their dehydra-
tion. Fortunately, the warm weather melted small amounts of water during a few hours
each day.

The party is to be commended for their personal efforts to maintain a cool and
competent analysis of their predicament.

Due to the dangers and technical problems encountered by the upper and lower
rescue teams on the Snow Finger. at 11,500, we may never know all of the chances the
volunteer rescuers took in reaching Sandstedt. Verbal reports indicate that it was nearly
a superhuman effort, controlled by nerves of steel.

Commendations for an excellent, coordinated rescue effort are due all Operations
Leaders, Park officials, Park employees, volunteer rescuers, helicopter crews, industry
employers and all those who remained on alert status as back-up support for this effort.

Compiled by Basg Operations Leader,
Mountain Rescdef Tacoma Unit

" Gene Fear !



APPENDIX A
Cost Estimates of Alternate Plans
To better understand the value of a helicopter with the capabilities needed for
mountain type rescue services, MRC operations leaders estimated the costs involved
in three possible alternatives in this particular rescue effort. All costs are approximate

and times estimated by Base Operations Leader.

Plan A - Rescue by Federal or State operated helicopter®* and NPS

12 men - 7 hrs = 84 hrs $2.00 @ = $168 lost wages
1 helicopter - 3 hrs flying time - $240.00 @ = 720 cost
$888

*Cable hoist on suitable high performance aircraft.

Plan B - Rescue by land - Volunteers and NPS
80 men - 85 hours = 6800 manhours $2.00 @ - $13600 lost wages

Note: No hazardous pay or vehicle costs considered. Also it must
be noted that possibility of deteriorating weather might have
nullified the rescue effort - or that the lower victim's life
would have been further jeopardized by delays, as his position
was extremely precarious.

“‘lan Used - Rescue by available helicopter
60 men - 46 hrs = 2760 manhours - $2.00 @ = $6,520 lost wages
4 helicopters - 36 lifts - approx. 26 F.hrs,
- $200.00 @ = $5,200 approx. cost
17 lifts by C.G. - 24 men & $11,720
supplies
19 lifts by Alpine - 40 men on and off mtn,
2 by Seattle Air - Z men
__ 1 by Weyerhaeuser - 1 man (observer)
39 recorded flights

Factors not considered in the above comparisons are: dangers involved in rockfall
and darkness, flight conditions at such high temperaiures and high altitudes; families
of those involved; those indirectly affected; industry employers of men; personal
equipment lost; vehicles used for transportation; long distance phone calls for assistance;
food and gasoline for effort. Costs for these things are unknown, but estimated to be
large. It seems apparent that any saving in time and manpower brought about by

suitable aircraft and equipment would result in a comparable saving in these factors
as well, ’



