Operation Mt. McKinle
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By H. N. BELANGER

bers of the Seattle Moun-
tain ‘Rescue Council went

W

ling of events brewing in Alaska that,
for many of them, would make the
next few days one of the most stren-
uous periods of their lives.

One of the founding members, Ome
Daiber, a contractor, was at work in
the North' End when he received
telephone - call. '

Paul Williams, chairman of the
Seattle M. R. C., told Daiber he had
heard that a climbing party on Mount
McKinley, including three men from
the Seattle area, had suffered an ac-
cident.

A meeting: of the M. R, C. was
scheduled for .that  evening, Daiber

and Williams decided to call a special

session for operational leaders to plan
possible Seattle participation in the
rescue effort.

Thus, the most complicated rescue
operation undertaken by the M. R. C,
was under way.

IRST thing to do, Williams and
Daiber agreed, was to assess the
situation at McKinley. They held a

EDNESDAY, May 18, mem-

about their daily. tasks with no ink-

- —A step-hy-step account of the part Seattle-area men played in the recent Maskan episode

CAMPSITE ARRANGEMENTS high on the flank of Mount bers a short time affer they were ’rrahspor+ed to the peak
McKinlev were made by Mountain Rescue Council mem- by light plane and helicopter—Photo by Paul Williams.






