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"RESCUE DOCTOR®

by Béith Geadman

"Are ysu Dr. Treti?" wers the first werda of Mrs. Geerge Newsll, injured

£
passenger af » light plame whieh had crashed near Meunt 51, east of Ssatile in late
Degeter.

Dr. Ctie Trett of Seattle has been en ss mzny msuntaln rescues 1n this stzte
that the vielims kuew whe he is when he cemes. Hels ne sirsnger te the Neleza Worth
Bond Hespital. - |

Mrs. Newell ané her silet, Lerry Clarke, srzsh-landed sn 2 weuntain slepe nerth-
gest of Meunmt 3i. Havy ceplers from Sand Peint en flying te the Reeone sp»etted a wtill-
burning w&il light just bsfere dari Tuesdey, December 29. They lewered twe paramsesics
sbeut 3/4 of 2 mile sway. Wefertumately, the man were diseriented in blizzard
senditiens and darimsss, and with feur feet of snsw snd ne sxewshees, they were unahle
te reaeh the wreckage. Ome ¢f them injured his hand, and st rmidnight they were
rescusd by greund parties of Navy men and M;untain Rescus (Jeuneil memberz, whe had

travellsd Prem Nerth Pend ever 20 milss of snecv-ceversd legging reads im 4-wheel drive

vehicles. Taceme had sevemn Rescue Unit members there. The greund teams, traveliag em

suswshees, fanned eul ts seareh the mkin valley, but had te retrest in blizzard
¢enditisna te their vehicles te await daylight.

Just befers daylight, ssarch teame s&ssembled and were seni eut te cezb the high
valleys radistimg frem ithe readhead, The Navy cheprers in wargirel westher -~ fag; wind
and sneW - lscalted the Plane wreckags apd lifted sut the twe flyers, whe had azert seme
21 heurs, wuch ef it uncenscieus, wWith severe fecial and hgid injuries, an€ fragiurszs.
Clarke hed strugcled suteide and brushed snew #ff their crumpled sraft, se that it ceuld
be seen. It wss painted whitsl The iwe were ill srevarsd fer their mis-adventurs,
wearing enly light clething. Temperatures arobably ranged frem 1D te 25° F,

Dr. Trett was flewn frem the read te the scrash scens and gave first aid bafere
the vigtims were flewn ts Nerth Zemd. Leading Rescue members were taken nearly te ihe
scene by a Bell Teleshsne snew tracter which had been waiting eutwiEs the nizht te be

ef any pessible service. Dr. Treti was eszecislly treubled by the light elsthing
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wern b: the tws, and felt that light plane crews, like military crafi, sheuld be
presared with ware c¢lething and survival gear zbserd.

Twe Explerer 3cesuts, whe had been the enly smbltieus tent setler-uzpers ané
sisepoing-bag-slecpore, did such 8 gesd jeb sf sleeping thet it was net until the
Navy cheppere were flying sway the vietims that they weke upi

On the ride dewn the read sfter the eseratisn was ever, twe TV reperiers werse
enceuntarsd wading threugh the snew, & hunered yarés abeve inelr wmired gmr. They were
e¢lad enly in light evercsats, lew sirset shees, ne hale ner glaevss, yst ware
deterrined te get Lo the crash scene for pictures. A rescue memper waerily peinted

sut that they had six msre miles of slegsing
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s¢ they better turn back. They did,

{Cepy tysed by Eith Geodmen
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