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MISSIONS IN MAY 2010  

YY EAREAR   TOTO   DD ATEATE   MM ISSIONISSION   SSUMMARYUMMARY   
2010 2010 HASHAS   ALLALL  THETHE  MAKINGSMAKINGS   OFOF  AA  BUSYBUSY  YEARYEAR  FORFOR  SMR SMR ANDAND   FORFOR  THETHE  FIRSTFIRST   FIVEFIVE   MONTHSMONTHS   OFOF  THISTHIS   YEARYEAR  WEWE  HAVEHAVE  ALREADYALREADY  

HADHAD   AA  TOTALTOTAL  OFOF  18 18 MISSIONSMISSIONS   WITHWITH   653 653 MANMAN-- HOURSHOURS  ANDAND   4657 4657 DRIVINGDRIVING -- MILESMILES .  C.  C OMPAREOMPARE  THISTHIS   WITHWITH   THETHE  FIRSTFIRST   FIVEFIVE     

MONTHSMONTHS   OFOF  2009 2009 WHENWHEN   THERETHERE  WEREWERE  16  16  MISSIONSMISSIONS   WITHWITH   326 326 MANMAN-- HOURSHOURS.  D.  D URINGURING   THETHE  MONTHMONTH   OFOF  MAYMAY  THERETHERE  WASWAS   ONLYONLY  

THETHE  ONEONE  MISSIONMISSION   REPORTEDREPORTED  BELOWBELOW  COMPAREDCOMPARED  WITHWITH   5 5 MISSIONSMISSIONS   ININ   MAYMAY  2009.  2009.  THETHE  MISERABLEMISERABLE   RAINYRAINY   WEATHERWEATHER  THISTHIS   YEARYEAR  

HASHAS   PROBABLYPROBABLY  CONTRIBUTEDCONTRIBUTED   TOTO  THETHE  LOWERLOWER  MONTHLYMONTHLY  ACTIVITYACTIVITY   THISTHIS   MAYMAY..  

MMAYAY  5, 2010:  S5, 2010:  S TUCKTUCK  HH IKERIKER   RRESCUEDESCUED  FFROMROM   RRATTLESNAKEATTLESNAKE  

LLEDGEEDGE  --   NORTHNORTH   BENDBEND   
 

Four college students were day hiking on the Rattlesnake Ledge trail. One of 

the hikers decided to climb down from the main ledge to a small lower ledge 
about 10 feet below the main ledge to get a better view. He was able to 

scramble down to the lower ledge but was unable to scramble back up by 
himself. One of his hiking partners called 911 for help on their cell phone.  

 

Guardian One was already in the air and did a ñflyoverò. They were able to 
confirm the subjectôs location and that he appeared to not be injured. It was 

determined that a ground based rescue would be safer than a helicopter 
rescue. 

 
The initial page came out at 1612 hours. By 1715 hours, three teams with 10 

personnel were deployed on the trail with ropes and rigging gear. Contact 

was made with the subject and reporting party and it was confirmed that the 
subject was uninjured. A belay system using tandem prusiks was set up with 

the two ends of a rescue rope. Wes Cooper was the attendant and climbed 
down to the subject on belay. The subject was then fitted with a harness 

and put on belay. Wes and the subject were then able to climb back to the 

safety of the main ledge on belay. The subject was safely back on the main 
ledge and ready to hike back to the trailhead by 1815 hours. All teams were 

out of the field and back at base by 1915 hours.  
 

Just one year ago on June 2, 2009, another young man who decided to 
scramble down to the same ledge fell about 400ô to his death.  This is 

definitely not a place for inexperienced people to fool around on.  
SMR PERSONNEL: 9    MANHOURS: 31.8   MILEAGE: 411SMR PERSONNEL: 9    MANHOURS: 31.8   MILEAGE: 411  

 

TTHEHE  THREETHREE--DAYDAY   MMEMORIALEMORIAL  DDAYAY   WWEEKENDEEKEND  CAMECAME  ANDAND   WENTWENT  WITHOUTWITHOUT  ANYANY   MISSIONSMISSIONS  THANKSTHANKS  TOTO  THETHE  RAINYRAINY   WEATHERWEATHER  PATTERNPATTERN  ANDAND   

COOLERCOOLER  TEMPERATURESTEMPERATURES.  T.  THEREHERE  ISIS  STILLSTILL  PLENTYPLENTY  OFOF  SNOWSNOW  ATAT  THETHE  HIGHERHIGHER  ELEVATIONSELEVATIONS  ANDAND   MANYMANY   TRAILSTRAILS  AREARE  STILLSTILL  SNOWSNOW--COVEREDCOVERED.  .  

PPLEASELEASE  KEEPKEEP  YOURYOUR  PAGERSPAGERS  HANDYHANDY   ANDAND   ININ   THETHE  MEANTIMEMEANTIME , , ENJOYENJOY  THETHE  STARTSTART  OFOF  SUMMERSUMMER  ININ   JUNEJUNE..  
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Bree Loewen Bree Loewen reported that there was another year skiing St. Helen's on 

Mother's Day with a mix of SMR and Everett MRU folks. Conditions were stel-

lar -  stable, fun skiing on a perfectly blue windless day. Opera gloves and big 

hats were all the rage but my recycled bridesmaid's dress needed no accom-

paniment  

Doug Pierson Doug Pierson was on the road again in May starting with Bourbon Steet in New Orleans then head-

ing to Japan where he visited Kyotu where we see him with the Great Buddha and then back to Se-

attle where he started conditioning for climbing Mt Rainier.  

Jessica Todd Jessica Todd says its fashionable yet warm! I coordinate wonderfully! Little did I know that in addi-

tion to making ice on wings go away and air flow in the cabin, my masters degree in mechanical en-

gineering would also help to keep me warm! In this photo: Feathered friends down pants, Feathered 

friends down booties, Feathered friends down parka, Feathered Friends Ptarmigan 850+ 6oz down 

fill sleeping bag.  

Geoff Geoff has been busy packing the food since he's not working now. Most of the food is 

"homemade". This is 5 days worth of food for 1 person. The bag of food weighs 10lbs. We will 

have 6 bags each. The bricks on the lower left are the expedition bars (Jessica 

calls them the Geoffica Happy Mix Bars) They are homemade high calorie 

bars. Our living room, Most of this food got shipped North today. Flying to 

Alaska with lots of gear!!!! May 11 th .Would you rather use this or this to travel 

up the fixed lines.... Um, I'll take the big one please.... I got out voted, we 

will be using the small one.  

HM2, thatôs Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class,  Pat Peterson Pat Peterson is on back from Afghanistan and on home soil! Big 

celebration for him when he gets back up to Seattle early July - announcement & invites for a Welcome Home 

bash to follow in a few weeks once dates are determined.  

Wes Cooper: Wes Cooper: Another successful climb on the Tooth. Only took 13 hours thanks to 12 people ahead of us on 

the route. The weather was perfect and avy conditions fine.  

Chris Madden: Chris Madden: Chris posted a trip report at Washington Trails Association."Tuesday and Wednesday we did 

the Chelan Lakeshore from Prince Creek to Moore Point. I had planned on going to Moore Point the first day 

but I had forgotten how far it was in the 20 years since I had done it. Also the last time I did it some friends 

took my pack to Moore Point so all I had to carry was a light day pack. Funny how memory fades. This is bet-

ter done as a 3 day hike, staying at Cascade creek the first night and Moore Point the second....  We saw a 

couple or three rattlesnakes but they 

posed no problem. This is a great early 

season hike and the boat ride to Prince 

Creek and back down the lake is very pleasant. " 

Also in May, two older experienced SMR members went on a rainy 

day hike and one forgot his raingear (name omitted to protect the 

guilty).  Rumor has it that he had a soggy wet drive home!  

SMR members Gordy Smith, Bree Loewen, and Russ Anschell Gordy Smith, Bree Loewen, and Russ Anschell at-

tended the wedding of Gary Yngve and Lori Williams Gary Yngve and Lori Williams on May 8th.  

Congratulations to the newlywedsCongratulations to the newlyweds! We are wondering what they 

have in mind with this photo??? 

HEARD AROUND THE CAMPFIRE  


