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Board Meeting / General Meeting
March 19, 2009 (Thursday) at 7:00pm
Bellevue Fire Station #9, 12412 SE 69th Way (Newcastle Way), Bellevue
This is SMR's regular monthly meeting which is not just for the Board Members who are required to
attend. All members are asked to please attend and help SMR conduct its business. New members are
encouraged to attend a meeting as soon as they are accepted in the Unit. Meetings are usually
preceeded by a social hour at 6:00 p.m. Locations will be announced on the Yahoo Group E-mail Lister
and on your pagers. Please come, especially if you are a new or prospective member. Submit agenda
items to Chairperson Doug Hutton prior to the meeting.
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Greetings,

Having attended a memorial today for Matie Daiber, I
am again reminded how proud I am to have be part of
Seattle Mountain Rescue. Those of us that attended
were approached by many of the attendees telling us how
proud they are that we are carrying on a tradition Ome
and Matie were such a huge part of. None of us is the
alpha or omega of Mountain Rescue. Ome, Otto, Wolf, and
their peers and contemporaries were as close as you get
to that. I1t's very humbling to be part of itall. Thank you
to all that showed up and to Timmy Williams for

getting the Flower arrangement.

At the last Unit Leader"s meeting a committee was
formed to close out an action that the UL's were given
almost a year ago. The action was to design the Incident
Command System (ICS) that KCSO will use on missions.

On the surface, it seems like a fairly easy task. Define a
few mission scenarios, put the right ICS boxes in place
and deliver it to the deputies. Well, not as easy as it
seems. It's been roughed out and this committee is
taking the action to "bring it home". Why am 1 bringing
this up? 1°d like to get an experienced SMR member to
represent us on this committee to keep it from trying to
define the number of syllables allowable on a radio
transmission, broken down by frequency. Please give me a
call if you'd like to participate.

We"ve got a few events coming up in the next few weeks;
our banquet and RfR training to name a couple. It was
great to see so many turn out on the McClellan Butte
mission last week and I look forward to seeing more of
you at the upcoming events.

Doug Hutton, Your Chairman

IN Memory of Matie daiber

I first met Matie Daiber in the middle of the night, 40 treated to Matie’s wake-up calls and time and time

years ago in May 1969. The phone rang that night
and a soothing, sweet voice asked me if I'd be
available for a search for five missing skiers on Mt.
Baker. Her gentle, feminine tone was such that |
simply couldn’t say no (plus it was my first chance to
go on a real rescue). Over the ensuing years | was

again found it nearly impossible to say “no”. These
“invitations” were also extended by several other
ladies amongst Mountain Rescue’s list of “call girls”,
but I most clearly remember Matie. Over the years |
must have received Matie’s calls more than a

(Continued on page 2)
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hundred times. Later the Call Committee was
replaced by electronic paging; something very
special was lost with that change.

Eventually, | progressed through the Mountain
Rescue ranks and reached the point where | would
receive calls directly from Sheriff’'s deputies and from
worried parents asking for our help in locating a
missing hiker or rescuing an injured climber. On
those many occasions | would call Ome and Matie
Daiber to initiate a rescue call out. | very much
enjoy thinking back to those 3 a.m. calls to the
Daiber’s.

Either Ome or Matie would answer the phone and the
manner of these two rescue pioneers was a contrast
in styles. If Ome answered we would first have a
conversation about the current rescue and how it fit
into the historical fabric of mountain rescuing. He
would draw upon his vast experience and describe
similar situations from the past or other operations
that had occurred on the mountain that was the
current focus. Basically, he saw each operation as it
related to all operations and how they all connected
to the concept of human service.

On the other hand, if Matie answered the phone she
would start extracting facts from me -- who, where
and when. After I'd given her the information as |
knew it we would put together a response plan.

Matie always left me thinking that I'd made up the
entire plan, but I know that her gentle sequence of
questions commonly led me to our solution. 1 can
still recall the many, many times she would say “Al, |

wonder if we should . . . This was Matie’s way of
drawing attention to a critical step that | had skipped
or a piece of important information that | had failed
to collect.

Ome was a famous search and rescue pioneer so
Matie, in a certain sense, labored in his shadow as
they saved lives day after day, year after year. But
anyone who worked with them organizing operations
knew that they were equally dedicated and
professional; Matie had it all figured out when it
came to organizing our midnight rides, no one was
better than her, absolutely no one.

I last saw Matie a few years ago, but have received
notes from her and memorial donations every few
months. As | read those notes | was always struck
by her enduring interest in volunteer search and
rescue and by the fact that the flame never went out
in her.

The passing of dear Matie Daiber truly ends a special
chapter in the history of Seattle Mountain Rescue
and in the lives of those, such as me, whom she had
touched and who will continue to be guided by her.
Al Errington, Past Chairman and Honorary
Member

ISSIONS IN FEBRUARY 2009

February 21, 2009: DEM-09-1551
Rescue of Injured Snow Climber on McClellans Butte

The initial page was at 1152 on Saturday, Feb.21st,
for SMR, ESAR, and 4x4 OL's to call Deputy Rich
Barton at 206-423-9607 for a climber injury off of
McClellan Butte, a 35 yr old male with hip injury
unable to evacuate. Subject was alert but nauseous.
The climber was with a four-person Tacoma
Mountaineers party and fell reportedly over 100'
from a location about 200" below the summit of
McClellan's Butte (5162'/1573m) on the NE side of
the summit.

McClellans Buttgs$®€n From 1-90

SMR-1 arrived with Art Farash at 1245 at the staging
area at "Garcia" on the FS Rd 9020/Iron Horse Bike
Trail and met Deputy Barton. Barton requested that
SMR dispatch its snowmobiles and at 1300 Barton
called NAS Whidbey Island requesting a helicopter.
After some initial confusion, Doug Hutton took over
as ITOL and later passed ITOL to Gordy Smith.

Meanwhile, at 1330 teams from SPART and ESAR
headed up the 9020 Rd on foot taking the SMR litter,
rigging kit, and other needed gear. SMR provided
additional ice axes, snowshoes, helmets and
avalanche transceivers to those who needed them.
Shortly after 1400, SMR personnel started to show
up at the Base and Gretchen Lentz relieved Farash as
Base O/L. Kellie McBee, Garth Bruce, Wes Cooper,
Doug Hutton, Doug McCall, Steve Allen, Pat
Gallagher went in the field at 1525. Josh Farris
arrived with the snowmobiles at 1500 at 1515 Farris
and Caley drove up the 9020 road on the
snowmobiles. Bill Davis, Bree Loewen, Russ Anschell
and Pat Peterson remained in Base. Gordy Smith
(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2) were recalled to Base.
was also at Base and assisted.

At around 1630, Deputy Barton held a short
debriefing but did not really have any details of how
the accident happened or whatever else took place
on the mountain. All that was known was that the
Subject sustained possible pelvic or hip fractures and
upper leg lacerations as a result of his fall while
wearing a seat harness. No SAR personnel were
injured and all SMR equipment was returned after
the mission. All SMR personnel were home between
1730 and 1900.

It was later learned from other party members that
the party of four Tacoma Mountaineers were climbing
the NE couloir on McClellans Butte on Saturday
morning and were preparing an ascent of the summit
block with two rope teams. The Subject was lead
climbing at about 1130 when he became committed
to a block which detached and caused him to fall.
The Subject ended up headfirst with his harness
hanging on his legs. There was another party of four
Boealps climbers who were also climbing the same
couloir who came to assist and help belaying the
Subject down the couloir to a safer spot where could
be made comfortable with emergency gear.

The Navy helicopter arrived overhead about 1400
and by 1500 was ready to lower two medics on
separate passes. The Subject was hoisted out with
one medic and the second medic was lifted on a
second pass. The rest of the party retrieved the
Subject's gear and headed back to their car before
dark. The Subject was hoisted on the helicopter at

1542 and flown to Harborview Hospital in Seattle.
The nearest ground teams were still about 1000* A TOTAL OF 18 PERSONS FROM SMR RESPONDED

FOR 77.5 MAN-HOURS AND 1,185 DRIVING MILES.

Other climbers from
Subject’s party and a
_..hearby Boealps party
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TRAINING

Training Schedule

The Spring Rigging for Rescue is scheduled for: tower. Bring personal gear: harness, gloves, helmet,

April 3, 2009 (Friday Night 6:30 - 9:00) Bellevue rope ascending equipment, personal anchor, and if

Public Safety Training Center you have a radio, bring that too. Bring lunch and

Overview of SMR call-out procedures, rigging snacks. Wear clothes you are willing to get dirty, and

systems, and why we use what we use. This session bring a rain shell if rain is likely.

is indoors, but be prepared to tie knots and handle

non-anodized aluminum carabiners. We will set up We will start with each person ascending a rope past

demo systems and individually practice tying knots  a knot, and then descending the rope past the knot.

and anchors. You may use prusiks or ascenders as this is your
personal system (SMR does not use camming devices

April 4, 2009 (Saturday 8:00a - 5:00p) Bellevue on team rescue lines). You may descend with prusiks

Public Safety Training Center: or using a rappel system.

We will be using the fire tower and area around the (Continued on page 4)
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We will review the contents of the truck. We will so a
slow iteration of a raise, with a focus on learning,
and then do several more iterations, with people
changing roles. Then we will do a learning iteration
of a lower, and then multiple iterations, and then a
knot pass on a lower. If we have time, we will do a
knot pass on a raise, and changes from raises to
lowers and vice versa. We will work in teams of
about 6-7 people. At some time during the day,
rotate through a station where we will practice
transporting a subject in a litter with a wheel, and
practice patient packaging.

April 5, 2009 (Sunday 8:00a - 5:00p) Bellevue
Public Safety Training Center:

We will do guiding lines and highlines. Like on
Saturday, we will do initial iterations slowly, with as
much time as needed for discussion and learning,
then do more iterations to build proficiency.

RfR is our main technical training of the year. It's a
great opportunity to hone your skills and learn
exactly who the guy on the other end of your rope
really is. Technically, you only have to go to RfR once
every three years, but its worth coming every year
to keep up on the latest and greatest and to get the
free pizza on Sunday. If you can only come to one or
two of the sessions, come anyway. Some practice is
better than none.

We will take all the time we need to give people
understanding of our systems. The goal is to have
everyone proficient at setting up and using our
systems, and to know other members of SMR well
enough to work as effective team members. We will
do lots of iterations to drill our systems into our
heads. If you have questions, ask. If you think we
should be using different rigging methods, bring your
proposals to the rigging committee. We have
adopted out current methods because they have
been tested and found to be safe and fairly efficient.
We will stick with our accepted methods for RfR, but
we are always open to improvement and the rigging
committee is the forum for considering changes in

our rigging systems.

Rigging Refresher:

Saturday, May 16th Mountaineers New
Clubhouse

This will be a great refresher (focusing on tracking
lines and anything else folks want more practice on
after RfR). Plus it's going to be a great opportunity to
check out the Mountaineers new outdoor wall! This
location is extremely conducive to practicing more
realistic tracking lines and maybe even highlines
without having to hike for 'em. We should be fast
after RfR and able to get a lot of reiterations in.

April 18, 19 (Sat, Sun)
SAR Academy

May 2, 3 (Sat, Sun)
SAR Academy

July 18 (Saturday)

Summer Ice

Ice anchors, glacier ice climbing, crevasse rescue,
and maybe a climb on July 19

Aug. 15, 16 (Sat, Sun)
Summer Rock

Remember, new members need to come to RfR in
order to become full fledged members and the rest of
us need to go at least once every three years to stay
current. Beyond the basics though, my goal is to
schedule some optional short day refreshers with
topics like “tracking lines” “snow anchors for rescue
scenarios” “rock anchors for rescue scenarios”
“patient packaging/litter rigging” “highlines”
“transitional anchors” and “offsets.” If there is a topic
you would like to see a training done on, or if you
would be interested in instructing a short day or
evening refresher on one of these topics, please let
me know!

Thanks,
Bree Loewen queenofcamalots@hotmail.com
Training Director

SNOWMOBILE FAMILIARZATION TRAINING - FEBRUARY 2, 2009

On February 22nd, a small team gathered at Bandera
Airstrip for 4 hours of ongoing snowmaobile training
with the intent being to increase familiarization,
proficiency and ensure mission readiness of SMR's
snowmobiles. Equal amounts of time were spent
operating the snowmoibiles as on Preventative Main-
tenance (PM) training - as in, checking fluid levels,
drive belts, wiring, undercarrage, etc. Knowledge of
PM is just as important as under-standing how to
operate machinery, especially for tools with critical
use function.

Cheers, Doug Pierson, Snowmobile Director

£2007/2)22]




IN LOVING MEMORY
MATIE SALOME JOHNSON DAIBER
1910 - 2009

This edition of the Bergtrage is dedicated to the
memory of Matie Daiber - the heart and soul of
Seattle Mountain Rescue and the one person who
made Ome's career possible. The Editor first met
Matie and Ome at the 50th anniversary of John and
Ann Simac in Tacoma in 1987. Matie was born in

Valley, WA on Feb. 27, 1910 and spent her childhood

in Spokane where her interest in the mountains and
skiing began in the late 1920's on Mt. Spokane. She
met Ome in 1939 when the Spokane Mountaineers
joined a group from the Seattle Mountaineers in the

Tetons and next year they became husband and
wife. Matie was essential to the creation of the Call
Committee and while raising a family and handling
the office of the family construction business, she
continued to volunteer as the head "call girl" for
many years when all rescues began with a call to
the Daiber household. Matie's calling card for life
was a steady and caring hand, even temperament
and good humor. She will be missed by us all but
never forgotten!

The Bergtrage Editor

Family Support--A

Great Home Team

At one time | asked Ome if we should include
something about his family in this book. He
answered, "Absolutely." It is self-evident that Ome
was able to give himself to rescues because he also
gave full commitment to his family, and they, in
turn, supported all that he did. He knew he could
depend on their support.

His wife, Matie and their two daughters put it simply:
"It was our way of life." Once when the family joined
Ome at a Mountain Rescue conference on Mount
Hood, a call came to the conference leaders notifying
them of an accident on Mount St. Helens. Members
of the group responded and made a late night trip to
Mount St Helens instead of to home. Several other
families were part of the team as well, rendering
assistance. They responded naturally in a spirit of
brotherly love and caring. And their associates in
Mountain Rescue reflected the same spirit.

Total commitment to family did not keep Ome from
being a responsible business man, an inventor with
many patents, a manufacturer of outdoor gear, an
outfitter of expeditions, and a general contractor. His
devotion to mountain rescues, to teaching classes in
outdoor living, which always stressed safety, and his
leadership activities in the Boy Scouts were widely
known and respected. In the early days of mountain
rescue in the Pacific Northwest, whenever there was
need for a rescue, and because of Ome's reputation,
everyone had only one thought-CALL OME DAIBER.
Soon, after Seattle Mountain Rescue was established,
the word was--CALL MOUNTAIN RESCUE. And
now, in 1994, with King County Search and Rescue
Association well established, calls are referred to
KCSARA. Local sheriffs, National Park and National
Forest Service authorities, military commanders,
mountaineers, and others who spent time in the
mountains of the Northwest learned that Ome could
be relied on to do all that is possible in rescue
missions. His family knew this, too. Help on the first

missions came from Ome's friends and his own
family. Then, other mountaineers began to volunteer
so the circle of friends who could be called during
emergencies kept growing. As a group, they were
maturing and ready for the film, "Bergwacht"
brought from Europe by Wolf Bauer, and that led to
establishment of the Mountain Rescue Council.
Usually, rescue members had a basic pack ready to
go at a moment's notice, but the terrain and location
of the accident or lost person often dictated special
gear such as snowshoes or skis, or rock-climbing
equipment and special shoes--sometimes cold
weather clothing or rain gear--whatever the situation
demanded. A mountaineer herself, Matie knew well
what might be needed and had it ready for Ome.

Ome led an active, interesting, and sometimes
exciting life, often going from one emergency to
another. And Matie, along with her coordinating
talents, enjoyed a good reputation for making
homemade bread. Her baking always delighted
people with mountain-sized appetites.

When Lou Whittaker referred to the truism that
"Behind every successful man there is a woman," he
had Matie in mind. Ome would certainly have said"
Amen" to that But Ome also felt truly blessed to have
two daughters whom he watched grow up into fine
young ladies. He delighted in saying that Gretchen
could put a heavy pack on her back and run with it.
Matie and many other people served on the
telephone committee. This committee called
Mountain Rescue Council members to volunteer
themselves, transportation, and equipment for a
mission. Calls frequently went to Everett, the
Olympic Peninsula, Tacoma, eastern Washington,
even as far as Oregon, for support or back-up. Later,
after SMR was well-established, an in-town
coordinator maintained contact with the on-site
(Continued on page 6)
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rescue team and all others concerned, including
government officials, as well as families and friends
of the rescuers and those being rescued.

Matie also prepared Ome's lunches, sometimes using
several loaves of her homemade bread and many
slices of roast beef or meat loaf when a search went
on for as long as three weeks, as did the Joe Carter
search on Mount St. Helens. She always put in extras
because Ome shared generously with other rescuers
and perhaps the victim when he or she was found

To give a little more background on the Daiber family
for those readers who knew Ome and Matie well. One
of their daughters, Joanne Warsinske, is married to
Tom Warsinske and they have two fine daughters,
Emme and Jennie, all living in Kirkland, Washington.
Joanne teaches in a Montessori school, and Matie
says that she can make anything with her sewing
machine.

The other daughter, Gretchen M. Daiber, keeps her
family name and has built a solid reputation as a
professional artist, sculpting, painting, and
illustrating wildlife. You will see some of her
handiwork at the Seattle Science Center and the
Woodland Park Zoo. She is married to Mike Heath.
They live on a hillside overlooking the Icicle River
near Leavenworth, Washington, where they enjoy
skiing and other outdoor activities with their son
Tarn.

It is good that each member of the Daiber family
became an experienced mountaineer and well trained
in safety procedures. Joanne told of an occasion
when someone was scheduled to give a talk on
mountaineering safety. The speaker did not keep his
appointment, so the sponsors called on Joanne. She
was happy to fill in.

The girls learned to sense when something was
needed. This spirit motivated them to jump right to
the job, do it quickly, and to the Daiber standard of
excellence. Although the rescues strongly flavored
Joanne's and Gretchen's growing-up years, they
never felt deprived of childhood. They were enriched
by the opportunities to meet so many interesting
people. Some were newsmakers and involved in
rescues and climbs in the Pacific Northwest or other
parts of the world.

When asked what incidents stand out to her among
the hundreds of search and rescue missions
performed in the Pacific Northwest in recent years,
Matie referred to an article in The Saturday Evening
Post. The article shows a front page photograph of
rescuers carrying out the body of Arthur Jessett, son
of a well-known Episcopal priest, Rev. Thomas E.
Jessett. Arthur fell into a crevasse while climbing
Mount St. Helens and perished there. Matie also

remarked about the sheer magnitude of the Mount
McKinley rescue and the time required to complete it.
Matie also remembers the avalanche which swept
away and buried two members of a three-man skiing
party in the Snoqualmie Pass area near Source Lake.

Because of the peculiar way in which it happened,
another incident stands out sharply in Matie's
memory. Two mountaineers, Paul Brickoff and Bob
Grant, had roped themselves together while on a
climb on Mount Stuart, north of Cle Elum. At the
summit, near the metal box which held the summit
register, lightning hit Brickoff, probably killing him
instantly, then travelled across their wet rope and
struck Grant, inflicting third degree burns on his back
and second degree bums on a leg and thigh and
slightly paralyzing a foot A third mountaineer, Albert
"Dusty" Rhodes, who planned to go with them but
felt too ill, was waiting for them to come down the
from the mountain. When Brickoff and Grant were
overdue, and noting a severe storm on the
mountain, Rhodes alerted rescue personnel. They
rescued Grant and recovered the body of Brickoff.
(This difficult experience was reported in The Seattle
Times of August 12, 1952.)

Because of incidents like these, rescuers developed
certain standard equipment for emergencies. They
raised money for a truck from public contributions.
They kept this truck always ready with supplies-first
aid materials, litters, and radio equipment-parked
the truck in a central location, and maintained a
roster of qualified drivers.

For good reasons, Ome considered safety the main
consideration in all of the rescue missions. Some of
his personal friends and associates, as well as other
skilled and intelligent people, had been injured or
lost their lives, sometimes through violating basic
mountaineering rules. Ome insisted that everyone
learn from such tragedies and pass along the lessons
to protect other people from making the same
mistakes. He believed that people must be convinced
to abide by the proven rules and avoid rashness and
folly. Ome taught the best way to rescue: prevent
the need for it.. He wanted to show the adventurous
how to climb successfully with wholly satisfying
results--to enjoy the mountains and have fun!

Matie also recalled another interesting rescue. It
made good fodder for the media and brought positive
attention to rescues and made fund raising much
easier. A certain unidentified duck fell into an
abandoned well in Riverton Heights. Nobody knew
about it until someone standing nearby heard a
"Quack, Quack" coming from the well. Upon
investigation, the duck was found to be at the
bottom of the well, 90 feet deep. In his own
language he was saying "Help! Help! The rescuer
who came forward was no less than Dorrell Looff,
(Continued on page 7)
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highly respected Chairman of SMR! Arne Campbell,
another experienced and consecrated rescuer, along
with other SMR members, worked with him. This
operation turned out to have its complications. But
rescuers learn to be innovative. They lowered a sling
rigged with a platform. With Dorrell aboard, they
went 90 feet to the bottom. Dorrell wore a hat with a
lamp attached to a battery so he could see in the
darkness. This particular victim had no knowledge of
all that was being done on its behalf and was quite

STe;S ANNUAL BANQUEX

Date:April 17, 2009, (Friday)
Time:6:00pm - Social
7:00pm - Dinner
Location:Forest Ridge School
4800 139th Avenue SE, Bellevue, WA
Come and join us in celebration and review of
another extraordinary year of providing outstanding
search and rescue services to the northwest outdoor
community!
Guest Speaker/Presenter: Doug Pierson speaking
on his Mount Everest climb last year.

RSVP: Address for checks is:
G. Yngve c/o K. Steffa
4715 38th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105
Cost: Cost is $33, up from $30!!!!
RSVP, via Gary, with check to:
Seattle Mountain

Rescue by April 10, 2009
Be sure to prepare yourself for
Doug's fascinating presentation by visiting his blog
site on his Everest climb at: http://www.pbs.org/
wgbh/pages/frontline/everest/summit/

a3t ArQUY Hnm i

Gary Yngve is engaged to Lori
Williams. Gary will soon be able to drive to
missions with Lori's car! Here's a photo of the
happy or soon to be happy couple:

Doug Pierson

elusive and defensive. But the expert team brought
this fortunate duck to the surface unharmed just as
expertly and safely as if it had been an unwary
mountaineer fallen into a crevasse.

(The above story is excerpted from a fascinating
book entitled "Mountain Rescues With Ome Daiber -
Mountaineer Extraordinaire" written in 1994 by
Richard D. Meyer which was apparently never
published. Thanks to long-time Member Bob
Swenson for providing this book to the Bergtrage)

FEBRUARY 2009

Photos

Visit our Picasa Photo Album for February 2009 at

http://picasaweb. goo gle.com/bergtrage/2009FebruaryPhotos? feat=e mail#

and see lots of photos from the rescue on McClellans
Butte and Matie Daiber's Life Celebration on
Feb.28th.

MEHNTSIN RESCUE

SEATTLE

MOUNTAIN RESCUE

6Oyears
SEATTLE MOUNTAIN RESCUE

PO Box 67

Seattle, WA 98111-0067
SMR Information Line: (206) 270-7272
Website: http://seattlemountainrescue.ora/

Newsletter: Beratrage@amail.com

Seattle Mountain Rescue is a fully-accredited
Member of the Mountain Rescue Association and the
King County Search and Rescue Association. Seattle
Mountain Rescue is a non-profit 501¢(3) organiza-
tion dedicated to saving lives through rescue and
education. If you would like to make a tax deduct-
able donation to our organization, please send a
check made out to "Seattle Mountain Rescue" to:

Seattle Mountain Rescue

P.O. Box 67
Seattle WA 98111-0067

Thank you for reading the Seattle Mountain Rescue
Monthly Newsletter the “Bergtrage”



