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Missions
06-35—June 10, 2006 — Mailbox Peak, Injured Hiker

While descending the Mailbox Peak trail around 1450, T.Y., a 32 year old Redmond man
injured his ankle and upon the advice of one of the group who was a doctor, they called “911" for
assistance. King County Sheriff paged out KCSARA at 1530. The subject was reported to be “one
mile up the trail”. The SMR truck arrived at the Mailbox Peak trailhead on the Middle Fork road
around 1600 and as responders showed up they were dispatched immediately up the trail. Seth
Brothers was the first and reached the subject with a litter shortly after 1920, followed by Steve
Allen and Bill Davis. The subject was assessed and packaged by Seth and as soon as the wheel
arrived with an ESAR responder, the subject was carried down the trail without incident as more
manpower arrived. Meanwhile, Timmy Williams and Thadd Boucher hiked up the Fire Training
Center trail and joined up with the main team on the trail. By 1930 the subject was safely at Base
and turned over to the EMS5,

SMR Participants: Kecia Bruce (ITOL), Art Farash (Truck/Base), Steve Allen, Thadd
Boucher, Seth Brothers, Bill Davis, Glenn Eades, Dave Shema, Deb Wick and Timmy Williams
(Field). Hours: 52, Miles: 400.

06-36 — June 14, 2006 — Little 5i, Injured Climber

King County Sheriffs Office paged SAR at 1615 for an injured climber on Little Si. The
initial reports indicted that the subject had taken a fall while climbing with a group of friends and
had multiple injuries, including hip, arm and possible head injuries. Around 1530, M. H., a 32
year old Settle man, took a fall from the ledge approaching the climbing wall known as “World
Wall One”. The fall itself was not witnessed but was heard by nearby members of the group and
estimated to have been anywhere from 30 to 75 feet. No one in the group had a cell phone and a
bystander was sent down the trail to notify 911.

Eastside Fire and Rescue (Engine 87 from North Bend) immediately responded and sent
several paramedics up the trail with a wheeled litter and reached the subject who was already
down near the main trail around 1630 and found that the subject was conscious and had only a
broken arm and injured shoulder with no other (apparently) serious imjuries.

Starting at 1630 when the SMR truck arrived, individual SAR personnel were sent up the
trail with minimal gear to assist carrying the wheeled litter down the % mile trail with Steve
Allen, Geoff Ferguson, Seth brothers and Jeff Coon in the field. By 1800 the subject was safely at
the parking lot where he was turned over to EMS. During the debriefing, the commander of the
Eastside Fire and Rescue team thanked all the KCSARA volunteers and remarked that this
operations showed that both agencies can cooperate and work together excellently in the field.

SMR Participants: Kecia Bruce (ITOL), Art Farash (Truck/Base). Steve Allen, Seth
Brothers, Jeff Coon and Geoff Ferguson (Field), Miles: 385, Manhours: 18
06-37 — June 18, 2006 — Lundin Peak, Injured Climber

While climbing Lundin Peak with a 10-person Seattle Mountaineers party, the Subject fell
approx 40 feet while scrambling unroped up the West Ridge when some rock gave way, He
ended up on the snow below and was initially unconscious for maybe 15 minutes and had
bleeding from facial lacerations, his nose, and from what appeared to be a broken right lower leg
and left arm abrasions. Subject regained consciousness and a 911 cell phone call was made at
1021 to report the accident to Snequalmie Pass Fire and then to King County.

SMR received a “heads up” page from Seth Brothers advising of a “possible mission.”
Timmy Williams was already at Snoqualmie Pass with the intention of climbing Red Mountain
and at 1104 a general page was sent out by the county. The SMR truck arrived at the Base at the
PCT-North Trailhead at 1145. Seth Brothers called State DEM requesting a helicopter medevac
and was advised that NAS Whidbey was launching a helicopter. In the meantime Guardian 2




launched and after arriving at the Pass lifted off with Dr. Geoff Ferguson, Seth Brothers and Steve
Allen and at 1400 was able to drop them off near the Subject. The NAS Whidbey helicopter then
extracted the Subject and flew him to Harborview at 1419, The SMR team gathered up the
remainder of the party and headed back to Base at 1455 by way of Commonwealth Basin without
incident arriving at the Trailhead at 1700, An ESAR ground team of 5 was enroute and returned
to Base. After a debriefing all SMR personnel were clear of the Base and heading home,

SMR Participants; Kecia Bruce (ITOL), Steve Allen, Seth Brothers, Bill Davis, Art Farash,

Geoff Ferguson and Timmy Williams (Field). Mileage: 490, Manhours: 55.5
06-38 — June 20, 2006 — Chair Peak, Injured Climber

A page at 1214, on 6-20-06, reported an injured hiker fell off a 60 foot embankment about
one-half mile in on the Snow Lake trail. However, when the first SMR personnel arrived {Dave
Rusho) at the Snow Lake trailhead he found nobody at Base and assumed the mission was so
short that it was already over. But as he was about to leave, King County Helicopter Guardian 2
arrived at the upper Alpental parking lot with the news that there was a (another?) mission on
Chair Peak where a climber had fallen about two thirds of the way up the mountain face. Dave
Rusho talked (via cell phone) to one of the 8 climbers, who was with a party of Tacoma
Mountaineers, and determined that the party had climbed the NE Buttress and was now ona
steep, open face at the 5900 feet level of the 6300 foot mountain.

Kecia (ITOL) was immediately notified by Rusho of the mission change (new mission?)
and a page was sent out asking for at least 6 technical climbers who would be flown in to Thumb
Tack Rock and climb the N.E. Buttress route to reach the subject and effect the rescue. Because it
was mid day on Tuesday it would be difficult to find people available but luckily SME was able
to field 10 members. As SMR personnel arrived, some 2 hours later, they were quickly flown into
Thumb Tack Rock and dropped off and proceeded to climb the NE Buttress route to the site of
the accident. First on scene were Dave Rusho, Steve Allen and Matt (ESAR). The rescuers were
aided greatly by use of fixed ropes (self belay with prussicks) set up by the climbers in the
subject’s party.

The subject, .E. from Olympia, Wa., was packaged into a litter after a neck collar was
attached to stabilize his head in case he might have spinal injuries. He complained of injuries to
his left side (back, leg and arm} and was conscious and coherent and with no apparent broken
bones. He had taken a terrific leader fall of about 60 feet, pulling out two pieces of protection,
falling from a near vertical wall. His injuries reported from the hospital were bruised ankle, arm,
head and back and some broken vertebrae but no danger to his spinal cord.

Gordy Smith and Steve Allen as Co-Field leaders directed the lowering operation which
consisted of two 250 feet lowers off the face of the mountain and two more long lowers on the
steep snow face at the base of the mountain to reach the LZ near Thumb Tack Rock. Dave
Burdick was the attendant during the entire lowering operation. SMR provided enough
personnel to set up lowering stations almost simultaneously at each change over. Fortunately,
the day was mild with litHe wind providing good flying conditions for the helicopter and the
subject was able to be picked up and flown to Base (upper parking lot at Alpental) and driven by
ambulance to Harborview Medical Center, Seth Brothers was the on site medical person for
SMR. Matt Cossand (ESAR] and Scott McCollman (ESAR) were also valuable field participants.

All field members were then flown out to Base and the entire rescue operation was
completed by 2057. One rescue personnel suffered a cut finger (smashed finger tip that would
require surgery) from a falling rock. The rescue was complicated by the constant danger of
falling rock as the entire face was full of loose and unstable rock. The steep snow slope was also
very treacherous and became worse as the sun went down as the snow hardened beneath the top
layer requiring constant attention in kicking steps. The entire mission was very successful and
professionally done.

SMER Participants: Kecia Bruce (ITOL), Dave Rusha, David Burdick, Gordy Smith, Gary
Yngve, Kellie McBee, Seth Brothers, Steve Allen (Field), Bill Davis (Base OL), Art Farash, Karl
Hangarimer. Mileage: 1250, Manhours: 125


































