NUMBER 159

Council Officers

Chairmian: Diog Caley
Vice Chairman: Timmy Williams
Treasires: Dioug Hutton

Rec"d Sec'y: Sheryl Ertington

Elected Board Members

Michazl Andersen
John Clouse

Fon Eng

Russzell Anschell
Jonas Bean

John Wick

Timmy Willisms
Seth Brothers

AL Ritter

R W R

JULY 2004

e T s

SEATTLE MOUNTAIN RESCUE
Post Office Box 67

Beattle, Washington 9811
206-270-T272

Other Board Members
Art Farash
Greg Prothman
Bergtrage Editor

[Dave Rusho




Seattle Mountain Rescue Annual Banguet

The Seattle Mountain Rescue Banquet was held at the Redhook Brewery in Woodinville on Friday night
January 30, 2004,

Newly elected chairman, Doug Caley, chaired the event ond gave a short presentation on the gosls and
aspirations for the fture of SME. He emphasized that the “har has been raised” for SME and we must meet the
challenge and, also on a positive note, described what has pone well for SME. All in all, it has been a very good
vear for SMEL

New member recognition: Jeff Coon, Golan Kedan, Chris Pope and Chuck Mitchell (a reactivated
member who first joined in 1991).

Promaotion to Rescue Status: Jerry Chang, Josh Farris, Darren Emmons and Sheryl Errington.

Mew Board Members: Jonas Bean, Seth Broshers, A, J. Rifter,

Whimpy Awards: As presented by Al Eringion 1o the following members: Ed Boulton, Steve Crafton,
The wives of Jonas Bean, Seth Brothers and Mike Maude, Doug Hution, John Wick, Timmy Williams, hMike
Anderson, Mike Armold, Debbie Wick and two Whimpy awerds were given each to Doog Caley and Colin Sterr.

GGarth Broce geve a slide show presentation of the top 10 photo®s of SMR activities for 2003 as-a ribute to
thar rescue season.

SMR hard working award: Jim Fuda and Ed Christian from the King County Sherifl"s Office.

Vulture Award: Given to the SMR member with the most missions. For the second year in a row this
award goes to Timmy Williams who had 35 missions and again as the nmmer up for the second year in a row, second
place goes to Doug Caley.

(Guest Speaker: Jones Bean introduced our guest speaker, Tom Whittaker. Jonas has been a student of
Tom in college and also has climbed with hitn and had zome nice words about Tom in his ntroduction,

Tom was the first handicapped person (o summil Mount Everest, Tom had lost his right foot in 1979 at the
ageof 31 due toan sutemobile sccident in Idaho, His car was hit head on by a doumk driver and Tom stated that be
was lucky to have survived. Despite the difficulties of the loss of his foot, Tom was able to continue his climbing
career and eventually, on the third attempt, climbed Mt. Everest. His lively and humorons lecture was well received
by the andience. Autographed copies of his book on climbing Everest “Higher Purpose™ were quickly bought out,

A special sward (Distinguished & Lifetime Membership Award) was given to Al Errington for all his
years of service to SMB. He joined SMR in 1968 and has been on more than 360 missions and has, during this time
frame, maintained a high level of respect from the rescue and climbing community. Al is retiring from Boeing after

-39 years-and he and Sheryl are moving back to Minnesota to take over the family farm. It was also-noted that Al-
had never summitted the high point in Minnesota desplte 4 attempts on the 2301 foof peak and that was another
reason he was headed back to Minnesota, As a frequent guest speaker on behalf of SMR, maintaining mission
records, keeping track of historical data, and his stabilizing effect during missions, his presence will be sorely
missed, Sheryl will also be mizsed for the excellent job she did as recording secretary.

Subject: [SeallleMinRescue] Seattle Mountain Rescus (SMR)/Mountain Rescue Council (MRC) Chaimen

| thought you foliks might be interastad in & kst of the Chairmen of our organization from its very beginning; 50+
vears, 20 Chalrmaen. Al E
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Allan Errington
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Greg Prothman
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B4-01—January 1, 2, 3 & 4—Alpeatal Ski Area, Missing Skier

Om New Year's Day at (930 the pager went offt “Missing hackcountry skicr at Alpental,™ My
first thought was, “out too Jate partying. . not able to make it home.™ This proved to be very wrong.

Dian Witkowski, a 25-vear-old man from Ellensburg, was out for the day skiing alone in the
backeountry of Alpental on Mew Year’s Eve. Witkowski had skied Alpental for many years and knew the
terrain very well

Ferguson from SMR who is also a patroller at Alpental was the first to arrive at the ski area and
talk with Witkowski's father, along with the ski patrol director, The ki patrol had already been deing
sweeps of the area looking for Witkowski, Next to arrive ot base was Anschell, who made contact with
Ferguson. It was decided that Anschell would go to the Top of Denny Mountaim {Chair 2} and begin
coordinating efforts with the ski patrol, as other members were arriving. A call was also made af this ime
to Deputy Christian to request skiers that are capable of backcountry travel.

As members arrived in base camp they were peared up in snowshaes, skis, or snowboards, and
sent to the top of Chair 2. The first team into the field was comprised of Williams, Ritter and Kedan. The
plan was to begin teams in the backcountry and have them sweep different ski rums, having cach following
team work off the others to push further into the backcountry, Anschell set these teams up to begin
searching and then headed down to base to give them a briefing.

Two of Witkowski's gki partmers and friends arrived in base while the search was getting started.
One of the friends, Brad, was put on & ski patrol team to show them which runs Witkowski was known (o
ski. The other friend, Ryan, Witkowski's best friend and main ski partner, was nterviewed and put on
Anschell's feam, At the top of Chair 2 Lentz, who is also a ski patroller at Alpentaf, joined up with
Anschell and Ryan. Ryan showed Anschell and Lentz Witkowski's favorite mms, and which he uszally
skied while alone, Other teams of combined SMR, ESAR and SPART on skis were sent down Tuns as well
o sweep them. Everett and Tacoma Mountain Rescue were also called in for additional manpower. The
search was called off for the evening ar nightfall due to the technical terrain, and was scheduled to hegin
the following day at (800 hours.

Day two brought some better weather in the moming. The hope was (o get a helicopter up to
search from the air. Guardian One was broaght up, but after landing and being bricfed it was unable to do
any searching due to weather moving in.

Ground tearms were once ggain organized, snowshoe teams were put together, and skiers were
partnered up. Day two also brought in more searchers from Tacoma, Crystal Mountain, Everstt, Stevens
Pasz, and other groups.

A team of snowshoers were sent down ski lines that followed 2 drainage with big holes i it
Their job was to 1y to search each hole as well as they could. Other teams on snowshoes were sent m 1o
search the bottom side of cliff bands.

The skiers were teamed up and sent to sweep more rus and to probe around tree wells, A large
number of Witkowski’s friends also showed up in the morning, eager to belp in any way they coold. They
proved to be very useful, Their knowledge of the terrain in the Alpental backcountry was also very helpful
in planning where to search, and in helping to guide teams into the right areas. There was also g team of
pro-patrollers thet had dropped over Piss Pass and headed down into the Denny Creak drainage. This team
reported a single set of ki tracks headed down into the drainage, snd then a boot track heading up! The
hour was becoming too late for the team to follow the tracks too high, so they had to tum around and bead
ot

Dy three started early for Anschell and McMackin; they were assigned to head over to Denny
Creek and do a follow-up on the tracks, along with several pro-patrollers, The tracks were described as
“heading for Hemlock Pass.” The team made their way for Hemlock pass following a well-beaten
snowshoe track, but with no sign of anyene on foot, Upon arriving at Hemlock pass all snowshoe tracks
stopped, and there was no sign of anyone shead. But to double check the teams headed to Lake Melakwa,
There was ne sign of anyone around Lake Melakwa either; as a result the team began to head back out the
valley. It wasn't until the team was heading out that they discovered the tracks heading for the shoulder of
Low Mountain, By this time, however, it was once again too late to follow them very high,

While the team was over in Denmy Creek on day three, there was also a very large ground and
probe search going on in the Alpental backcountry. Teams were formed and assigned to different areas to




work their way down and probe every tree well, Along with probing, trees were marked so all knew which
trees had been probed. Day three browght out over 100 searchers from gight coumties around the state.

Day four brought better weather and the hope of alr support. Teams met at Bandera airsirip on
this day and an air search plan was developed. The search n the Alpental backcountry was called off after
an exhaustive search effort, and all efforts were now focused on Denny cresk and the Tuscohetchie and
Pratt drainages. A team of pro-patrollers started out early from Alpental and headed over Pineapple Fass
towerds tracks on Low Mountain. Another team was also sent in, consisting of four members from Crystal
Mountain Patrol and Geidi from SMR, Two more patrollers stayed back in base with the hopes of getting
dropped i by helicopter.

Three helicopters showed up and were assigned different areas to search with observers familiar
with the area. Guardian One had Anschell in it 2nd was assigned to search up the Pratt dramage to Lake
Melakwa. Guardian two had Ferguson along with three Patrollers, two of which were trying to be
girdropped in. 'lheuphnmmsmm from the Pratt drainage to Denny creck and over Low Mountain.
Ciuardian Three had Ervington in it, and their plan was to search down the Pratt drainage all the way to the
Middle Fork,

It was a perfiect day for flving and observing: it was cold but clear. The first helicopter up was
Guardian Two. They flew up to Low Mountain and around Lower Tuscohatchie Lake, Tracks were
dizcovered on this flicht dropping down from Low Mountain and then some more around Lower
Tuscohatchie Lake. An airdrop of two patrollers was atternpéed at Lake Melakwa, A pack was thrown out
first, upon which it was discovered Jumping was not an option, These tracks were also spotted by Guardian
One, and then some more were spotted in the Tuscohatchie drainage headed for the lake. After flying and
observing some more the helicopters dropped off the observers at Bandera and headed for more fuel. The
twa patrollers hoping to get airdropped quickly headed back up for Alpental, and then headed over Piss
Pass. They made contact with the Crystal Mountain Patrollers and Geidt, who picked up the pack at Lake
Melpkowa. This team now of seven bepan following the other three patrollers from Alpental over the
shoulder of Low Mountain, and heading to where the tracks were spotted from the air,

The helicopters retumned after refucling and were quickly reloaded due to waning daylight hours.
Guardian One and Two headed hack for Lower Tuscohatchie Lake to help with radio communications from
the ground team, and to help point fhem in the right direction. After doing all they could the helicopeers
returned to base.

The first gear to be spotted by the ground team was a bandana and a ski glove. The gear was
confirmed to be similar to what Witkowski was known to have with him, Shortly after this gear was found
maore gear was also found, such as boot liners and another glove.

At this time SMR’s ITOL was notified and all members on standby were asked to begin heading
for Banders. Two responded to this initial page, Rushe and Gerber, and they were asked to come prepared
to stay m the feld overmight if necessary.

Cear was also prepared in base camp to be airdropped in ifneeded. A short time after the first
gear was found on the pround, Witkowski was found, ALTVE! It was a mad dash through hase camp to get
all the necessary gear topether for the airdrop while there was still enough light. Witkowski was near
Lower Tuscohatchie Lake, a long way fom where he began his trip five days earlier. Guardian Two
landed and was quickly loaded. Guardian One headed to the scene with Ferguson now on board to try to
get better radio communications. MAST was also notified immediately for the use of their 150 foot winch.

The mecessary first aid and warming gear were dropped in and Guardian Two headed back to
Boeing Field, with just enough fuel remaming. MAST headed straight for where Witkowski was found due
to deteriorating daylight. During this ime the ground teams, now numbering ten of them with Witkowski,
began to warm him and prepare for MAST.

MAST arrived and pulled off their operation just as it was becoming dark, Ten people were still
in the field. They quickly headed back for the shoulder of Low Mountain for the long ski out Denny Creek.
The tearmn arrived at the highway at 2100 hours with 4 job well dona!

At some point on New Year's Eve Withowski decided to drop in off the backside of Piss Pass.
This is often done for the traverse that can be made to Pineapple Puss, then ski out Great Scott Basin,
Witkowski instead dropped into Denny Creek. Once he realized his mistake he attempted to try climbing
back up, but the snow was too deep, He then attempied what he believed to be a way out, hitting ridge tops
to try to sex fzmiliar terrain, but ended up in the wrong drainage. Witkowski traveled a linear distance of
about three and three-quarter miles from Piss Pass, but it was reported that he doubled that distance with his
wandering around.
























