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Rescue Stand-by On Mt. Rainier

~Seattle Mountain Rescue will again help make

Mt. Rainier a safer place for the thousands of
people who attempt the summit each summer.
SMR, along with Tacoma Mountain Rescue and
rescue groups from around the state, will be
posted at as many as three places on the moun-
tain each weekend this summer.

SMR Chairman Rob Jackson spent March 26 with
park rangers discussing route coverage. Several
lessons from the "90 season on Rainier are being
incorporated into this year’s planning. “The park
has become more realistic about what they’re
asking, and more strict about their require-
ments,” he says.

The National Park Service has asked that Camp
Muir and Camp Schurman each be staffed with a
two-person rescue team from May 25 until Labor
Day. In addition, increasing climbing activity on
Liberty Ridge prompts the park service to ask that
a team be positioned on that route from mid-
May until June 22, weather permitting.

Unlike last year, when teams sometimes set their
own schedule, park rangers will EXPECT rescue
teams to check in with rangers at 8:30 a.m.
Saturday. They also will be required to stay at
high camp until 4:30 p.m. on Sunday to clean
the route. “They want a full weekend,” says
Jackson. '

Teams at Camp Schurman will have the option of
staying in the hut. Muir teams will take their
chances at the shelter or tent out. Those on
Liberty Ridge are free to use the new Thumb

Rock Chalet and hot tub ... oops, wrong guide
book. You know what to expect there. Once in
camp, teams will be free to pursue their own
brave assault on the peak, or loaf around camp.
Their choice.

Some changes this year: The park has given us
mission numbers, improving our liability cover-
age and allowing SMR to file claims for lost or
damaged equipment. That also will make it
easier to go through communications channels if
additional help from Pierce County is needed for
a mission. Also, the park is being more stringent
about what constitutes a ““team.””-

Last year it became clear that some rescuers
were essentially novices on Rainier. This season
the park has asked that everyone on the moun-
tain have experience on the mountain and on
the Route.

SMR members making a private climb of the
mountain are welcome to check in with rangers
and notify them of their intentions and their
equipment. However, the park will recognize
only the teams at Muir, Schurman and Liberty
Ridge as official rescue units.

Rob Jackson is looking for commitments NOW,
so call him if you want to sign up. Gus Bush is
handling arrangements for Tacoma Mountain -
Rescue. Greg Prothman says he plans to attempt
Liberty Ridge on consecutive weekends in late
May. Call him if you want to take a crack at the
ridge and be on a réscue team at the same time.
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Notes from The Chair

And yet another rescue season rolls around...
This one has started off somewhat inauspiciously
with more recoveries than rescues. Let’s hope
that this hasn’t set the tone for the rest of this
year.

Elsewhere in this issue you will read about our
upcoming trainings and second summer standby
on Mt. Rainier. Although MRC has a large base
of members, only about 30% are able to go into
the field due to lapsed training and first aid
requirements.

Now is the time to consider your role in MRC
and to plan on renewing your commitment.
We are working on a new member structure,
and one of the goals we are striving toward is to
get to more members sooner on call-outs. But
we can't call you if you are not currently
qualified. This is a great opportunity to let us
know you want to remain active.

The upcoming spring training at Leavenworth
should not be missed. MRC has spent a lot of
money and a core group has spent a lot of hours
training this past winter on new rope rescue
techniques, as taught by Arnor Larson in B.C.
Canada. We are going to present these
techniques at Leavenworth, and you should plan
on attending, to learn the methods that MRC has
“officially” adopted.

If you have an interest in spending a weekend (or
more) as a volunteer climbing ranger at Mt.
Rainier, look for the info. in this issue, and give
me a call at 641-2415 (this has a message
machine) and let me know. We will be putting
together a list early in May. This is a great
opportunity to further our good working
relationship with Mt. Rainier N.P.

M.A.S.T. will once again be available for us this
summer, though on limited flight hours. Major
Toomey has expressed the hope that the military
belt-tightening will relax with the resolution of
the Mid-East situation. One exiting bit of news -
it looks as though the 7000-ft. operational ceiling
that has been imposed on M.A.S.T. will be lifted
by June. It will be replaced by decisions made
on a mission-by-mission basis. M.A.S.T. now has
Loran as well as radios that are capable of our
frequency on board all their aircraft. The

addition of Loran won't help us much unless we
give them lat. and long., so maintain your skills
with a map.

A note for those of you with pagers: please,
please call the in-town when it goes off. Even if
you can’t go, we need to know it. If your pager
is squelching when you get home, call the MRC
information number, 522-8449 before you call
the King County comm. center.

A reminder: we have an informal altitude-gain
contest going on within the council, and there
will be prizes awarded to the top finishers. This
may be the motivation you need to get in shape!
Just keep a diary and turn it in to Jim Baker at
some as-yet-to-be-determined date. (Probably
when Jim feels he can’t get any more feet
himself.)

This has been a busy and interesting year for me.
If you have any comments or suggestions about
anything concerning MRC please call me. The
council couldn’t exist without your commitment
and support.
Rob Jackson
Chairman

Practice Rock Planned

The King County Parks Division has approved
construction of a practice climb rock (“structure’”
the county types call it) at Marymoor Park in
Redmond. Construction is scheduled for 1992,
with planning and design underway this year.
(Anybody seen the old cartoon about the bureau-
crats who planned a swing?)

Although public funds will go toward the rock, a
show of support from the climbing community
(i.e., financial assistance in the form of cash) is
needed to ensure that a true state-of-the-art
climbing rock is built. Make your check out to the
King County Parks Division and mail it to:
Marymoor Climbing Rock Fund, c¢/o Barbara
Wright, King County Parks Division, 2040 84th
Ave. S.E., Mercer Island, Wa. 98040.

The donations are deductible. For more informa-
tion call Carl King (885-8578) or Karl Steinke
(885-8868).
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Peshastin Re-opens

For those who prefer their rocks natural and their
rattlesnakes alive, Peshastin Pinnacles has re-
opened after five years! As you all know, this
popular rock-climbing destination was closed in
1986 because of liability concerns expressed by
the orchardists who owned the property.

After lengthy negotiations, the Pinnacles have
been purchased by the Trust for Public Lands and
now are being leased by the Washington Parks
and Recreation Commission until the state buys
the land, probably in early June.

The news should be an enormous relief for those
who have wearied of standing in line at Castle
Rock or other destinations. Climbers always were
good neighbors to those living and working near
the Pinnacles. Let’s not change that policy even
though the rocks now are “public.”

1991 Training Schedule

Excuses for avoiding training this year are falling
by the wayside. For starters, Spring training in
Leavenworth WILL NOT be on Mother’s Dav,
And no, you haven't heard it all before: new
techniques will be discussed this year. Firaliv, the
Summer session will even be at a new site.

New this year will be discussions of several
innoivative rescue techniques. This past winter 23
SMRC members went through a six-week “rigging
for rescue” workshop. The goal is to have as
many of those folks as possible on-hand to talk
about the new techniques and coach those for
whom it is new. Sessions will be heavily geared
toward hands-on, real-life applications. Not much
standing around. And it'’s IMPORTANT -- SMR is
facing new standards and will have to keep pace
to remain a key part of the mountain rescue
picture.

Plus there’s the usual gun to the head: Atten-
dance for at least one technical rock session is
REQUIRED to retain field status. Field members
include anyone on Rescue, Support or New
status. Here’s the schedule:

SPRING TECHNICAL ROCK PRACTICE: Week-
end of May 18-19 in Leavenworth. Pete

Bustanoby will take the point.

SUMMER TECHNICAL ROCK PRACTICE:
Planned for july 20 in the Stillaguamish Canyon
near Granite Falls. Leader Mark Dale promises
some sphincter-tightening excitement at a 300-
foot dliff that will be used for training. Beer’s at
the bottom! '

FALL TECHNICAL ROCK PRACTICE: Will be
Sept. 14 at either Leavenworth or Index. Lead is
Greg Prothman.

FALL TECHNICAL ICE PRACTICE: Oct. 5 at the
Nisqually Glacier. Lead will be Rob Jackson or
Tim O'Brien.

For practice session updates, check future
newsletters or the message telephone. You also
can call Glenn Eades at 885-3842 (home) or
685-1326 (work).

In addition, there will be a June 1, MAST session
at Ft. Lewis. The Army wants it there due to
flying cutbacks; this way they don't have spend
time buzzing up to Bandera and back. Loading,
unloading and hoist operations will be covered,
with a barbecue to follow. The Army says that in
case of bad weather the session will move into a
hangar, where they still can crank up a chopper
and teach you to keep your head low or lose it.
Two helicopters will be used, so more people
will be able to participate. And it’s a great chance
to meet the people that you might othewise
never see -- at least face to face.

Membership report

Membership chairman Jim Baker reports five
new members and one reinstatement since the
last edition of the Bergtrage.

SMRC welcomes:

Douglas Gantenbein
Laura Hudgins

Erick Kasiulis

Mark Place

David Rusho.

In addition, Jon Corriveau has been reinstated
as a member.
Welcome to all!
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Mission Reports

90-20 Snoqualmie River, Transport
October 21, 1990.

At 0945 hours on Oct. 21 a canoe carrying Gary
Walker and a companion capsized on the Middle
Fork of the Snoqualmie River during a high-water
period. SMRC member Bill Davis, listening to
ESAR conversations on the radio, called Rob
Jackson at 1200. Jackson and his dog responded,
giving rides to several ESAR people, fording the
river, and winching another vehicle that had
gone off the Middle Fork Road. The canoe was
located in low shrubbery on a submerged island,
but there was no sign of the subject. He was later
found, deceased, about five miles downstream.
Jackson returned home at 1630.

90-21 Mt. Rainier, Search
Nov. 1-2, 1990

SMRC members began receiving calls from
friends of missing skier Jim Kampe on Oct. 29.
For various reasons, such as a park ranger who
was not aware SMRC could be requested by
name, the council had not been notified. On
Nov. 1, 11 members of MRC rendezvoused at
Southcenter and drove to Paradise. They were
divided into four groups and sent out with other
search personnel. After searching the lower
Nisqually Glacier, the Muir Snowfield, the
Panorama Point area, the drainage below
Cowlitz Rock and other areas, it was decided
that the subject likely skied off the Nisqually Cliffs
and will melt out later this spring.

Mission personnel: Pete Bustanoby, Rob jackson,
Mark Dale, John Petroske, Mike Kavelage, Jim
Baker, Glen Eades, Tim O'Brien, jon Olson, Jon
Wellner, Mike Maude, Matt Gibson.

90-22 Dragontail, Recovery
Nov. 3-4, 1990

Two climbers were ascending the north face of
Dragontail Peak on the morning of Nov. 3 when
they were hit by bad weather. While descending
in freezing rain and snow, the unroped pair was
struck by an avalanche. One climber, Eric
Simonson, was thrown about 1,000 feet down
the couloir. Each climber thought the other dead,

but found one another several hundred feet
below the entrance to the gully. Neither climber
had bivouac gear. Simonson’s companion went
for help. Two hikers the companion met on the
trail arrived at Simonson’s location at about
1430. He was wet and hypothermic. They
warmed him and put him in a tent and sleeping
bag. Simonson complained of internal pains, and
said he had spit up some blood.

At 2300 two members of Central Washington
Mountain Rescue arrived. One was a paramedic
and placed Simonson on an IV and medication.
At 0700 Nov. 4 a team of 20 assembled in
Leavenworth. The victim was reached at 1030
and a carry-out started at 1115. High winds and
snowfall hampered the effort. After a cold ford
of Stuart Creek, the victim was placed on a
helicopter and flown out from near the Stuart
Lake-Colchuck Lake trail fork at about 1630.
Mission personnel: John Petroske, Don
Goodman.

90-23 Kittitas County, Search
Nov. 22, 1990

At 0600 on Nov. 22 SMRC was paged by King
County to help search for a missing hunterin
Kittitas County. The subject lost contact with his
companions in Nov. 21, and was not equipped
for the snowy, windy conditions in the hunting
area (blue jeans, cotton jacket). At 0900 hours
the subject was found in good condition in a tree
well. At 1120 the SMRC truck turned around for
home

Mission personnel: Greg Prothman, Gordon
Pfister, Rob Jackson, Ed Boulton, Denny
Fenstermaker, Geoff Ferguson, Tom Hudson,
Russ Kroeker, Marty Lentz,jon Noll, David
Trione, Brian Williams.

90-24 Mt. Si, Rescue
Dec 4, 1990

Subject lost on trail and was found after brief
search. Bill Davis, Glen Eades, Pete Bustanoby,
Gordon Pfister, Rob Jackson, Tim O'Brien, Greg
Prothman,
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91- 1 Black Diamond, Stand-by
Jan 26, 1991.

On stand-by for body recovery for suicide off
Kummer Bridge on Hwy. 161 near Black Dia-

‘mond.

91-2 Dragontail Peak, Recovery
Feb 1, 1991

On Jan. 27 dimbers Kathleen Phibbs and Hope
Barnes left for an attempt on the Hidden Couloir
of Dragontail Peak. The two apparently fell on
Jan. 27; Chelan Mountain Rescue found their
bodies on Jan. 31. SMRC was called to assist with
a carry-out, and members rendezvoused at
Eastgate on Feb. 1 for the drive to Icicle Creek
Road. Team members reached the subjects
shortly after 1040, and began the carry out at
1121. The subjects arrived at base at 1520,
followed by remaining SMRC members at 1630.

‘The two climbers, both experienced and well-

known, were killed by hypothermia complicated
by trauma. A friend of one of the climbers,
Sprague Ackley, has written a detailed account of
the dimb and its aftermath.

Mission personnel: Bob Upton, Rob jackson,
Tracy McAllister, Greg Prothman, Jon Wellner,
Clenn Eades, Pete Bustanoby, Chris Madden, Al
Errington, Mike Maude, Rod Chelgren, Mark
Dale, John Petroske.

91-3 Snoqualmie Falls, Recovery
Feb. 20, 1991

At 1031 SMRC was paged by King County Police
to help with a body recovery (suicide) at
Snoqualmie Falls. Bill Davis, Al Errington, Greg
Prothman and Jim Baker arrived at the subject at
1304. The mission was hindered by heavy mist
from the falls, which led to a suffocating sensa-
tion on the part of personnel. The subject was
placed in a body bag and raised to the observa-
tion platform above the falls with the help of a
fire truck winch. SMRC members departed at
1550.

Mission personnel: Bill Davis, Al Errington, Pete
Bustanoby, Jim Baker, Greg Prothman, Dave
Shema, Gayle Olcott, Steve Plate.

A Call For
Commitment

By Mike Kalvelage

It is peak rescue season again and again we are
faced with the problem of drawing more partici-
pation from the eligible but not so active mem-
bers of the council. Is it a question of members
not being contacted in a consistent and timely
manner or perhaps just a laissez faire attitude
toward participation that involves anything as
small as two or three days per year.

The issue of contacting all members for training
and missions is currently being addressed by a
board committee. To be discussed are possibly
revising the call out system, maybe using a
buddy pager system, a duty or stand-by team
method, or pagers for all "active" members.

Exploring the issue of attitude toward mission
participation and the training of members is
important. We are "volunteers" and by defini-
tion we can expect varied levels of participation
from each person. We must assume that by
filling out an application and requesting mem-
bership, people want to be involved. Therefore,
we as board members must find the common
element needed to encourage some of the less
active folks into more participation. Truly, there
is a need for participation by all active members.
The need is not simply to fulfill the board's
requirements, but to prevent us from coming up
short handed when someone needs us.

| think it is time to look at our own level of
participation, commitment, and availability and
to reexamine the original reasons we joined the
Council. Hopefully, this will add a renewed
interest on all of our parts. Few organizations
serve the life saving purpose of Mountain rescue
and it is therefore an excellent organization to
be to be part of; but Mountain Rescue needs
your help, and skill.

Remember, you joined for honorable reasons,
you are a valuable and needed element of our
existence, and the people we serve need you to
stay involved! The board has training opportu-
nities available to help you stay Rescue qualified,
but mostly it is up to you.  So sign up for a
training seminar, and be ready when the phone
rings and lets get in shape.







