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Mountain Rescue Training Adds Depth To Unit's Capabilities

Several training sessions have been held during
the past few months.

An In-Town Operations Leader Training Session
was held on April 11 with six MRC members
participating. The class was taught by Paul
Williams, and covered procedures and responsi-
bilites invalved in being an in-town operations
leader.

A Base Operations Leader Training and Truck
Familiarization Training Session was held on
May 2 at Fire Station #11 in Seattle. Nine MRC
members took part in the class that covered re-
sponsibilities of the base operations leader and
procedures/protocol. The class also reviewed
the equipment inventory of the rescue truck and
operation of the vehicle, including radios and
other communications equipment.

The Spring Technical Rock Rescue Training was
held on May 12/13 at Icicle Creek Canyon near
Leavenworth. The Saturday session was
attended by 29 MRC personnel and covered
anchor types and placement, some of the more
current thought on raising and lowering sys-
tems, rigid and collapsible (SKED) litter handling
(including raises and lowers), one ‘Sitztrage”
raises and [owers, and communication during
raise/lower operations. The day ended with a
rescue scenario in which two “victims” were ex-
tricated from an overhanging rock face. The
training continued on Sunday with a problem
involving a mid-face hanging litter transition
exercise. :

A Belay Devices and Methods Practice was held
at the belay tower at Camp Long on May 24.

The training covered the effectiveness of different
type of belay devices when used with rescue
loads. Several methods of belaying rescue loads
were practiced and the strengths and weaknesses
of each system were observed and discussed.
This training session was attended by 19 mem-
bers.

KCSARA Honors MRC Members

Ten MRC members were honored at the March
12 meeting of the King County Search and
Rescue Association. Bill Lahr, Paul LeRoy, John
Petrie, and Otto Trott received Certificates of
Appreciation. Bill Davis, Matie Diaber, Allen
Errington, Bill Robinson, George Sainsbury, and
Paul Williams received plaques for Outstanding
Service. Paul Williams was also named Puget
Sound area SAR volunteer of the year. Matie
Daiber received a standing ovation at this
meeting when her award was announced. Con-
gratulations to you all!

Welcome New MRC Members

Five new members have been accepted by MRC
since we last went to press. They are Matt Gibson,
Andrew Longyear, Don Mason, Ron Nolz, and
David Trione. Welcome Matt, Andrew, Don, Ron,
and David! We look forward to seeing you on
missions and at the other MRC events.
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Update on the Peshastin Pinnacles Climbing Park

A major effort is underway to raise funds so that
the Peshastin Pinnacles can be purchased by
the Washington State Department of Parks and
reopened for climbing. John Petroske, Chair-
man of the Cascade Section of the American
Alpine Club, asked us to reprint the following ex-
planation and request for donations.

"Many of you have already heard that there are
some promising efforts underway that may open
up Peshastin Pinnacles to climbing once again.
The purpose of this flyer is to tell you what is
going on and let you know how you can help
make climbing at the Pinnacles a reality.

For those of you haven’'t climbed at the Pin-
nacles, the area is a unique outcrop of 200 foot
high sandstone slabs just East of Leavenworth.
For three decades the Pinnacles were a popular
area for climbing; especially early season since
the Pinnacles were often warm and dry long be-
fore other Washington areas.

Unfortunately in 1986 the private owners of the
Pinnacles were forced to close the area to the
public because of concerns over liability. After
many years of negotiations, the owners of the
Pinnacles have now agreed to sell them for a
reasonable pricel And the Washington State
Department of Parks and Recreationis seriously
considering acquiring the Pinnacles for a future
park. The Trust for Public Land, a national non-
profit conservation organization, will acquire
the Pinnacles and hold it for a future park site if

$60,000 can be raised by mid-August when the
purchase option expires. These funds are
essential to cover appraisal costs, legal and
survey work, construction of new and
environmentally sensitive trails, and other site
preparation. All of this work must be completed
before the Pinncales can be reopened to the
public. REl and The American Alpine Club’s
Access Fund have each contributed $10,000
towards this goal. Although donations are being
sought from other outdoor retailers, the backing
of the climbers themselves, who will be the
major users of the area is essential.

We need need your help!

First, write to the Washington State Parks
Commission and urge them to establish a state

park at the Pinnacles as soon as possible. Send your
requests to Mr. Jan Tveten, Director, 7150
Cleanwater Lane, KY-11, Olypmia WA 98504.
Second, show your support for reopening the
Pinnacles by sending your tax deductable
contribution of $100, $50, or whatever you can
afford to: Trust for Public Land/Pinnacles Fund,
506-2nd Ave, Suite 1510, Seattle, WA 98104."

Radios and Frequencies
By Bill Davis

Seattle MRC has radio equipment licensed to operate
under “special emergency radio service” criteria.
This radio service is set aside for hospitals, ambu-
lance companies and rescue groups. The only
permissible use of these frequencies is for commu-
nications involving the safety of life and property,
or training operations relating to these activities. In
the Seattle area, our normal frequency of 155.160
Mhz (our F2) is shared with a local ambulance
company or two. Also, our frequency of 155.205
Mhz (our F1) is shared with a school bus system in
Edmonds, WA. Efforts should not be made to
interfere with legitimate communications of any
co-channel user. Seattle MRC or the co-channel
users may have emergency radio traffic going on at
any time - that type of communication has priority.

Our F1 frequency, 155.205 Mhz, was selected as a
“quieter,” less used channel for critical needs
when ambulance users preclude our use of F2,
155.160 Mhz. We maintain use of 155.160 be-
cause it is the “national’”” Search and Rescue, SAR,
frequency. We must have a common channel for
all USA SAR operations, and 155.160 was selected
as the County, state, and national SAR channel.
Seattle MRC suggested that other WMRA units
obtain licenses for operations on 155.205 Mhz.
But, with new FCC license procedures, fees etc.,
we felt that if the Washington region were li-
censed, then their license could cover all multi-unit
operations. Washington Mountain Rescue Asso-
ciation, WMRA, received a license for 155.160 and
155.205 that could be used by member units with
a letter agreement. The WMRA license is for
portable and mobile radios up to 100 watts.

WMRA had obtained a radio license for the re-
gional use during missions. Individual members of
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Radios/Frequencies cont.

WMRA can request “license’’ coverage for their
use without having to go through “coordina-
tion”” (a somewhat tedious and expensive pro-
cedure) to obtain their “own” license for SAR
usage. It is a little duplication of effort for
““each’” member unit to get their own separate
license, when all it does is make more entries in
a computer database. There are no discernible
differences in usage with 7 licenses in the regon
or one with seven user groups. What started this
was a unit forgetting to renew in time and
finding out that the old procedures were changed
to add license fees. So, the decision to license
“the region” and split the fees. The region
license is for 155.160 and 155.205, portables
and mobiles up to 100 watts. Fixed base stations
require their own license and cannot be added
to the ““region” user group.

Seattle MRC has a remote-base radio installed
at Rattlesnake Ridge, 5 miles South of North
Bend, WA. This remote can communicate
over much of King County and adjacent
areas. Being a remote-base system, it is con-
trolled in various modes of operation by Bill
Davis, MRC, North Bend; Bill Rengstorf, MRC,
North Seattle; Bob Ricker, MRC, Bothell; King
County OES, Lake Youngs precinct; Dave
Smith, ESAR, Bellevue; Doug Caley, ESAR,
Seattle. VWhen the station is activated it can
be monitored by anv scanner with 463.1625
Mhz.

-
This ‘N That

..... John Petroske and Don Goodman have
returned from Nepal; part of their team was hit
by an avalanche at about the 15,500' level
during their attempted climb of Manaslu; (see
Mission 90-01) (and our apologies to John for
getting his name spelled wrong here in our last
edition)....Tim O’Brien and Warren Thompson
are back from Tibet where they took part in the
Everest International Peace Climb. The word is
that Tim reached 27,200’ and carried 2500 cans
down from Camp 3 at the 21,500’ level as part
of the expedition’s effort to clean up the moun-
tain ....your ‘Trage editor Jon Wellner had a
week of ski mountaineering just North of Mt.
Waddington in the BC Coast Range in late
March....we note with sadness the recent pass-
ing of former Chelan County Sheriff C.R. “Dick”
Nickell. Over the years MRC worked a number

of missions with Dick, the best known probably being
the search for the downed aircraft carrying City
Councilman Wing Luke, Sid Gerber and Kay LaDue,
and the 6-day search for 2-year old James Duffy I,
who has never been found....Mark Dale is leading an
expedition to Mt. Fairweather during June. They plan
to go from sea level to the summit via the Carp’e
Ridge....Douglas Gantenbein will be going into the
field with MRC in the next few month by way of
research for an article on the unit for Sports lllustrated.
Doug was the partner of former Pacific NW Magazine
Editor Peter Potterfield, the subject of a major MRC
rescue on Chimney Rock in July, 1988....Gayle Olcott
leaves for a three month long expedition to Sh-
ishapagma in Tibet in September....Bill Lahr and his
wife Dorothy will embark on a three month trip
across Canada to the Maritime Provinces on August
1. They plan to return to Seattle through the U.S,,
arriving back here at the end of October. Dorothy
recently retired from the Seattle Art Museum after
serving on the staff there for 43 years. Bill also worked
for the Museum for 24 years....Denny Fenstermaker,
Rob jackson, and Greg Prothman recently returned
from a week long Rigging For Rescue Seminar in Can-
ada. They now have the latestin ““low-tech’ solutions
for rescue loads and anchors.

Council Officers

Chairman

Robert Jackson 888-1079
Vice Chair

Denny Fenstermaker 435-1101
Secretary

Jon Weliner 323-4007
Treasurer

Bob Upton 523-8135
Recording Secretary

Ann Errington 631-5017
Elected Board Members

Through 1990

Ed Boulton 525-5643
Gayle Olcott 235-4641
Chris Madden 226-7082
Through 1991

Pete Bustanoby 255-4627
Mark Dale 932-6357
Rob Jackson 888-1079
Through 1992

Deborah Riehl 481-7418
Jon Olson 932-7074
Jon Wellner 323-4007
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Mission Reports

90-01 - Manaslu, Nepal Himalayas,

incident - March 27, 1990

The American Manaslu Expedition, including MRC
members Don Goodman as leader and john
Petroske, occupied Camp | at 16,200 feet on
March 21 after several days of carryingloads. On
that evening a storm hit which dropped 9’ of
fresh snow at Camp |, 5’ at Base Camp, over the
next four or five days. The plan for 3/ 27 was for
the team occupying Camp |, Nancy Jackson,
Charlie Schertz, Steve Steckmeyer, Nema
Wangchuk Sherpa, and Zangbu Sherpa, to de-
scend to Base camp, and for the team members
at Base to carry loads up to restock the depleted
supplies at Camp |. At 09:00, while descending

across a gully system at 15,500’ , a 400’ wide
avalanche hit the Camp | team, burying Jackson,
Schertz, and Wangchuk, and slightly injuring
Zangbu. Steckmeyer was out of the main ava-
lanche path and was not buried. Using his ava-
lanche beacon Steckmeyer located Schertz at
about 09:20; shoveled five feet of snow off him
and then performed CPR, but with no response.
He then began searching for jackson. Nima
Wangchuk was not wearing an avalanche bea-
con.

Meanwhile, Zangbu proceeded down to the Base
Camp Team, which was not far below, to notify
them of the accident. They dropped loads and
climbed up quickly with shovels and beacons; ar-
riving at the avalanche site at about 10:00. By this
time Steckmeyer had located Jackson and had
begun to digher out. The digging was completed
by personnel from base camp. jackson was un-
covered at about 10:10. Dr. Haigh immediately
began CPR, but again there was no response.
Nima Wangchuk was finally located at about
10:30. The bodies were moved to an avalanche
safe area by 11:30 and to lower ground over the
next few days. The expediton members returned
to Kathmandu between April 4-8 and to Seattle
between April 10 and 20.

Seattle MRC participants: Don Goodman, John
Petroske

Seattle MRC personnel, 2; Man-hours, 10; Miles,
none.

90-02 - Mt. Rainier, Search - Rescue,

April 27-29, 1990

Christopher Trump from Toronto, Canada, left
Paradise at 09:30 on Saturday, 4/21, to hikeup to
the vicinity of Panorama Point. He planned to
camp overnight and return to Paradise on Sun-
day 4/22. He was last seen at 13:30 on 4/21 at
Pebble Creek starting up the Muir Snowfield. A

tent tentatively identified asTrump’s was seen at
about 8400’ on Moon Rocks at 09:30 on Sunday by
a party descending from Camp Muir.

MRC was paged on Friday, 4/27 at 11:00. Ateam
of four MRC members, Maude, Chelgren, McGruder
and Pfister, responded reaching Longmire by mid-
afternoon. They were briefed, together with a
group from Olympic MRC, by John Wilcox from
Mt. Rainier National Park Service. However, be-
cause of the lateness of the day and the weather,
no further teams went in to the field that after-
noon. Tacoma MRC and German Shepherd Search
Dogs had two teams in the field on 4/27.

On 4/28 two MRC teams went into the field at
about 10:00. Team 5, Maude, Chelgren, Madden,
McCruder, Schumaker, was sent to Panorama
Point Via the winter route. Team 6, Boulton,
Pfister, Eades, and 3 members of Tacoma MRC,
were sent to search Mazama Ridge. Deb Riehl
remained at base as a medical reserve. Team 5
ascended to 6200’ on Marmot Hill in deep snow
and whiteout conditions, dug a test pit, and re-
treated due to extreme avalanche danger. They
returned via the Dead Horse drainage. Team 6
ascended to 6800’ on Mazama Ridge, close to
McClure Rock, and returned to base. All teams
were back at Paradise by 17:00, reporting 0-200
yard visibility and moderate to extreme avalanche
danger.

On 4/29, Team 1, Maude, Dale, Olson, Steve
Winslow (MRNP); Team 2, Al Ellsworth, four
Everett MRC, and one MRNP ranger were held
back due to improving weather while other teams
were dispatched to Paradise Ice Caves, Mazama
Ridge/paradise Glacier and Glacier Vista/Nisqually
Moraine. Teams 1/2 were then flown via Jet
Ranger Il helicopters to 9100’ below Anvil Rock.
The teams searched both sides of the crest from
9300’ down Moon Rocks, The Fellfields, Sugar Loaf
and McClure Rock to Panorama Point, then de-
scending the East side of Pan Point and downto the
East of Alta Vista, when the teams were notified
that Mr. Trump had been picked up by helicopter
at 16:30 while walking on the Steven’s Canyon
Road, after having descended the Wiliwakas drain-
age. All Seattle teams returned to base by 17:15.
Seattle MRC participants: Al Errington and Rob
Jackson, In-Town OLs; Gordon Pfister, Base OL/
Truck; Mike Maude, Field OL; Ed Boulton, Rod
Chelgren, Mark Dale, Glenn Eades, Al Ellsworth,
Chris Madden, Tim McGruder, Jon Olson, De-
bRiehl, Bob Schumaker, Field; Matie Diaber Al-
loway, Stanley Butchart, Callout.
Seattle MRC personnel, 17; Man-hours, 221; Miles
1460.
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' 90-03 - Mt. Shasta, Telephone Search,

Incident - April 30-May 1, 1990

At 17:00 on April 30, George Sainsbury received a
call from Steve Trafton, former MRC Rescue Chair-
man, and friend of Al Errington. Steve had been
trying to reach Al since Friday, April 27, without
success. It seems that the Erringtons’phone was
off the hook. It took Sainsbury about an hour to
determine that Errington and others, including
Ann, and Jiri Rabas, his wife, and Gayle Olcott,
had gone to Shasta for the weekend, and appar-
entlyweren'tback vet. The next morning, Trafton
called again and said he still couldn’t reach Al,
that the phone was off thehook. Sainsbury called
the Syskivou Countv Sheriff’s office, and was told
that thiere were no SAR cperations in progress.
They volunteered to check the end of the road,
but Trafton and Sainsbury realize they don’t have
a license numter to lock for because the party
had rented a var for the weekend. By 07:50
Sainsbury had determined - via Pete Bustanoby,
who talked with Olcott at work - that the party
had returmed safeiv at about 20:00 the previous
evening without ncigent

Seattle MRC participants: Ceorge Sainsbury, Rob
Jackson, Pete Bustanaob; Seattle MRC personnel,
3; Man-hours, Z; Miles, none.

9(-04 - Mt Si Rescue,
May 19,1990

Eric Doncvan,18. Tumwater, WA, was hiking with
his youth group from The Peace Lutheran Church.
He left the main trall to take shortcuts, and be-
came separated from his group. Upon returning
to the trail head at 16:00 the group reported him
missing and recefved a report from other hikers
that he was about three miles up the trail with an
injured ankle, King County Police was notified of
the accident at 17:10. MRC was paged at 19:20.

ESAR reached the subject at 20:00, followed shortly
thereafter by MRC. The subject had sprained his
left ankle and was transported to the trailhead by
ESAR and MRC teams using the ESAR litter and
wheel . They reached the trailhead at 23:00.

Seattle MRC Participants: Gordon Pfister, Base
OL; Rob Jackson, Field OL; Bill Davis, Jim Baker,
Mike Maude, Jon Olson, Deb Riehl, jon Wellner,
Field.
Seattle MRC Personnel: 8; Man-hours, 48; Miles,
400.

90-05 Complete report to follow in "Trage 138

90-06 - Elwha River, Olympic Nat. Park,
Alert for Search, May 31, 1990

King County Police Officer Havens paged MRC at
16:00to relay a request for assistance on a search for
an overdue, 30 year old, female , Olympic National
Park employee. She was described as unfamiliar
with hiking or backcountry travel in the Northwest
and was missing in the Elwha river drainage West of
Port Angeles. Al Errington responded to the page,
conferred with rescue chairman Pete Bustanoby,
and arranged for a 04:00 rendezvous at the Elwha
Ranger Station on 6/1. At 16:14 Errington called
Capt. Hamlin of Clallam County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and was told the subject had been found alive
and well; no MRC involvement needed.

Seattle MRC Participants: Al Errington, In-Town OL;
Pete Bustanoby, Mike Maude.
Seattle MRC Personnel, 3; Man-hours, 1; Miles, 0.

90-07 - Hansen Creek, Transit for Rescue,
June 10, 1990

The MRC Fast Response Team was paged by King
County Police at 10:00 to rescue an injured logger in
a cliffy area in the Hansen Creek drainage. Al Erring-
ton responded to the page and requested a second
page to gather MRC personnel at North Bend. The
turn around page was received as MRC personnel
were in route. The injured logger was apparently
rescued by the North Bend Fire Department and was
found to have a puncture wound to his leg.

Seattle MRC Participants: Al Errington, Pete Bus-
tanoby, Ernie Dietrich, In-Town OL’s; Deb Riehl,
Base OL/Truck; Jon Wellner, Rich Williams, Field.

Seattle MRC Personnel: 6; Man-hours, 4; Miles, 70.

90-08 - Lower Tuscohatchie Lake, Rescue

June 10, 1996

MRC member Thomas Hudson was making a trav-
erse of Granite Mountain and Tuscohatchie Lakes
with a party of 12 when he slipped on brush about
one quarter mile above Lower Tuscohatchie Lake on
the evening of june 9 breaking his lower right leg.
Members of his party transported the subject to
the shelter at Lower Tuscohatchie Lake where he
spent the night. Several members of the party
went out for help notifying King County Police.







