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More than 400 people recently paid tribute to the "Father of Mountain Rescue,” Ome Daiber,
who died on April 2nd in his 81st year. Ome's long and productive life had many facets, and his
contributions were enormous.

The story goes that the young George Daiber went to the lunch counter in grade schoo! and
said to the cashier "owe me 25 cents so | can buy lunch." The tale was told all over school, and
soon George was signing all his homework "Ome." Even at that age his flair for publicity manifested
itself and he later had the name legally changed.

Once into the Boy Scout program, one of his lifelong loves, Ome quickly learned to love the
peaks, and honed his skills in the Olympics and Central Cascades. In 1931 he ran the "Hike Shack"
in the Arcade Building in downtown Seattle, which provided equipment for the Boy Scouts and
other hikers.

An outgrowth of this interest, a few years later he founded "Ome Daiber, Inc." with friends and
began producing a long line of equipment, much of it based on his own inventions and patents.
These included the two-legged "Penguin” sleeping bag (used by Admiral Byrd in Antartica), the 29-
point "Birdcage" crampon, one of the first in include two forward-stabbing points, "Sno-Seal," a
waterproofing compound for boots which is still on the market, special ski mitts for grasping the rope
tows of the '30's, adjustable length canvas and mohair climbers for skis, "King Calks" for logging
boots, windproof parkas, a strong string-laced wooden packboard used by the British Everest
expedition in the late '30's, and the "Pak Jacket,” a sturdy coat with large rear pocket and built in
packstraps for converting the coat to a rucksack. His prolific inventiveness and innovation resulted
in a string of several dozen patents. Ome was also one of the earliest distributors of packaged
dehydrated foods for campers and climbers.

In 1935 Ome was invited by Bradford Washburn to join the National Geographic Society's
Yukon expedition to survey part of the Alaska-Yukon border for the International Boundary
Commission. The group also included Bob Bates, Andy Taylor, Ad Carter, and Hartness Beardsley.
They spent several months exploring and mapping the region from Kluane Lake, made the first
flights across the St. Elias Range, and the first overland journey, coming out at Nunitak Fiord near
Yakutat. Upon his return Ome, with Arnie Campbell and Jim Borrow, made the first ascent of Liberty
Ridge. This route, previously thought of as "impossible," was not repeated for 20 years, though it is
now one of the most popular unguided routes on Rainier and is included in Fifty Classic Climbs of
North America by Roper and Steck.

Rumor has it that Ome's first rescue involved a Boy Scout on a Camp Parsons hike who cut
his thigh with a knife. Ome handled the first aid and took charge of the carry out. Whatever the
truth, Ome was early involved in search and rescue, and by the time that Delmar Fadden was
known to be overdue on his famed and unauthorized mid-winter solo attempt on Rainier in January,
1936, Ome was contacted by the Park to help. Following an unsuccessful three-day search in a
blizzard by early "hard men,"” Ome located the body from an overflight and later led the recovery
party. The following summer he recovered Del's pack with the spectacular mid-winter film of the
crater.

After this much publicized mission, Ome found that he was always called whenever there
was need for search and rescue in alpine areas. Over a period of years he developed a list of
climbers that he could depend on in emergencies. This loosely knit group successfully conducted a
large number of searches and rescues in the next 15 years, some of a fairly technical nature.

In 1938 Ome's wife, Elsbeth, was drowned when the seaplane in which she was a passenger
flipped over on Lake Union while landing. The following summer Ome met Matie Johnson of
Spokane on the Mountaineers annual outing to the Tetons, and they were married in 1940. Two
charming daughters, Joanne and Gretchen, followed, and three grandchildren, Jennie, Emme, and
Tarn.

Prevented from entering the military in WW Il by a foot injury that he suffered on the Fadden
recovery, Ome and partner Harry Jensen formed a company and developed cold weather clothing
for the military in the Alaska Defense Command. He served his nation in various civilian capacities,
including chairman of the Northwest Regional Advisory Committee on Mountain and Winter
Warfare, advisor to the U.S. Air Force on the development and use of specialized survival clothing



























