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BERGTRAGE
Number 126 April, 1987
COMING EVENTS

April 15 MRC Board, Seafirst Fifth Avenue Plaza Bldg, 800 5th 7:30 PM
Seattle

April 25-26 Spring rock training weekend, Leavenworth; Meet at 9:00 AM
Snow Creek trailhead, camp at Eight Mile
Campground

May 8 Puget Sound Region, Washington State SAR Council, TBA
Kanaskat Palmer Recreation Area

May 8 State SAR Advisory Council, Kanaskat Palmer Recreation TBA

A Area

May 8-10 Washington State SAR Conference, Kanaskat Paimer 2:00 PM
Recreation Area

May 11 KCSARA,; Kirkland VocTech 7:30 PM

May 13-17 Nat'l Assn. for Search and Rescue (NASAR), National
Conference, Orlando, Florida

May 20 MRC Board, Seafirst Fifth Avenue Plaza Bldg, 800 5th, 7:30 PM
Seattle

May 27 Field OL training, Seafirst Fifth Avenue Plaza Bldg, 800 5th, 7:30 PM
Seattle

June 8 King County Search and Rescue Assn (KCSARA), 7:30 PM
Kirkland VocTech, 132 NE & Ne 20th

June 10 Base OL training, Seafirst Fifth Avenue Plaza Bldg, 800 5th, 7:30 PM
Seattle

June 17 MRC Board, Seafirst Fifth Avenue Plaza Bldg, 800 5th, 7:30 PM
Seattle

June 19-21 Nat'l Mountain Rescue Assn, Palm Springs, California

June 20-21 Training climb led by Al McGuire; climb TBA

June 23-25 Cross-training with Mt. Rainier Nat'l Park

July 18-19 Training climb led by Gayle Olcott; climb TBA

August 22-23 Training climb led by Vera Dewey; Liberty Bell and South
Early Winters Spire

M.embership News

Since November, 1986, Seattle MRC has gained 5 new members:
Anderson, Dave Haavik, Susan Price, and Jiri (George) Rabas.
Welcome to the Seattle Mountain Rescue Council!

Peter Hohn, Greg
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WinterTraining

Twelve MRC members took part in a winter training session held at Lake Valhalla northeas
of Stevens Pass on February 21 and 22. After skiing to the lake on nordic skis, the group dug snow
pits to check for local avalanche potential, and constructed snow shelters -- three snow caves and
one igloo. On February 22 the group practiced locating Pieps avalanche beacons in the 8 inches of
new snow that fell overnight. The group spent the remainder of the day tracking up the powder in
the vicinity.

Participants included: Al Errington and Jim Cleary, Co-leaders; Pete Bustanoby, Mark Dale,
Ann Errington, Pete Frickland, Rob Jackson, Mike Marriott, Tim McGruder, Gale Olcott, Jiri Rabas,
and Jana Rabas.

L

Spring and Summer Training

Several training sessions are scheduled for this Spring and Summer, beginning with the
Spring Rock Practice to be held at near Leavenworth, on April 25 and 26. A Field Operations
Leader training session is scheduled for 7:30 PM on May 27, and Base Operations Leader training
will be held at 7:30 PM on June 10. On June 23-25 we will have the opportunity to participate in
cross - training session with Mt. Rainier National Park.  In addition, three training climbs have
been scheduled for the summer: Al McGuire will lead a climb on June 20-21 to one of his favorite
haunts; Gayle Olcott will be leading the July 18-19 climb; and Vera Dewey plans to take a group to
Liberty Bell and South Early Winters Spire on August 22-23. More climbs will be scheduled for the
Summer and Fall if there is sufficient interest.

All members are welcome and encouraged to participate in the Council's training sessions:
see the "coming events" listing on page 1 for more details, or call the Training Chairman, Vera
Dewey. Forthe training climbs, call the climb leader. T

Mt. St. Helens

Superior Court Judge Ted Kolbaba of Skamania County recently ruled that the State of
Washington red zone was unconstitutional and overturned the conviction of two Seattle skiers who
had been apprehended in 1985. Kolbaba said in his ruling "there is no standard for common sense
determination of when the emergency was over," and that the two skiers "are being prosecuted for a
crime, the substance of which is an executive proclamation made of an emergency almost five years
ago which was never codified or noticed as laws are required to be noticed and for which there is
no clear standard.”

The Attorney General's office decided not to appeal Judge Kolbaba's ruling, and the State of
Washington red zone is no longer in effect. HOWEVER, this does NOT mean that you can climb
with impunity. The federal restriction remains in effect. The successful efforts of the American
Alpine Club and others to have the mountain opened to climbing have not yet been implemented. It
is currently expected that the mountain will be opened for climbing sometime in May. Acting at the
request of the state Division of Emergency Management, representatives of the Washington
Mountain Rescue Association have completed an assessment of rescue hazards, and the state and
Forest Service have agreed on the details of climbing regulations. Applications for climbs are now
being accepted, but you must apply and abide by the regulations or you will be subject to arrest and
fine. Apparently there are about 2600 applications to climb now on file.

Applications may be obtained from:

Mt. St. Helen's National Volcanic Monument .

Route 1, Box 369

Amboy, WA 98601
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MISSIONS

- 76-09 - Mt. Shuksan, Price Glacier, Transit - Rescue, July 22,1986

A party of four climbers from Vancouver, B.C. climbed the North Face route on Mt. Shuksan
on July 21. While descending the Hanging Glacier at about 1830 hours that evening, with the
party leader Robert Kay, 30, in the rear, Kay slipped and began falling. He went into a seif -
arrest, but his crampon caught in the snow and flipped him out of the arrest and into the air. He
went into self - arrest again and stopped his fall, but dislocated his shoulder either in hitting after
the flip or during the second self-arrest. All four members of the party were roped together at the
time. The other members of the party, Rosemary Cornell, 33, Thomas Madden, 32, and Lyn
Ashley, 36, lowered Kay down off the glacier to a rocky ledge, where they made an effort to
relocate his shoulder. '

Two party members, Madden and Ashley, continued the descent, while Cornell stayed with
Kay. Both Kay and Cornell were without bivouac gear, and Madden later reported that Kay was
graying and going into shock when he and Ashley had left him at about 1930 hours. Madden and
Ashley reached the Glacier Forest Service Ranger Station at about 1045 hours on July 22. North
Cascades National Park Ranger Bill Lester was contacted at about 1130 hours, and conferred
with Lynn Dayton of Bellingham Mountain Rescue about the accident. Lester arranged for a
helicopter, left Marblemount at about 1240 hours, and following directions provided by Madden,
located Kay and Cornell. Since landing was impossible, Lester lowered water, food, a radio, and
a sleeping bag to them on a long line. The helicopter then flew to Glacier, picked up a team of
Bellingham MRC personnel, and returned to Shuksan, where the rescue team was dropped off on
a rock outcropping about 500 feet below the victims. The rescue team reached Kay and Cornell at

=about 1530 hours. After examing Kay and stabilizing his condition, they transported him down to
.he landing zone, were picked up there by the helicopter at 1750 hours, and flown to the Mt. Baker
ski area.

Bill Lester called Kay on July 23. Kay reported that he had seen a doctor in Abbotsford, and
reduction of the shoulder had been completed without complication.

Seattle MRC was called by the Whatcom County Sheriff's office at about 1130 hours on 7/22.
After a rendezvous in Lynnwood at 1400 hours, the Seattle MRC team had reached Mt. Vernon in
transit to Glacier Ranger Station when they received word at about 1630 hours that they were not
needed.

Seattle MRC personnel included: Field OL, Jim Baker. Field personnel, Tim O'Brien, Mike
Marriot, Pete Bustanoby, Gale Olcott, Pete Frickland, Al Elisworth, and Dane Doerflinger.

Seattle MRC personnel, 8; Man - hours, 32; Miles, 330.

86-21 - Mt. Rainier N.P., Search , December 29 -30, 1986

Tom Hargis and Rosa Anne Loeffel left Seattle on December 25 for a four day outing on the
south side of Mt. Rainier. On December 29, Rosa Anne was reported overdue for work to Park
Rangers by her employer. A check revealed that Hargis had also failed to report for work that day,
and Hargis's truck was found in the Paradise parking lot. On December 25 there was 11 inches of
new snow at Paradise, 3.5 inches new snow on 12/27, and 1.3 inches of rain on 12/28; another
storm hit on 12/29, dumping about 12 inches of new snow.

After a 4 AM rendezvous at Southcenter, 18 MRC personnel arrived at Longmire at 6:30 AM,
December 30. Park Ranger John Roth gave a group briefing at 8 AM, and two teams were formed.
One team, including three Tacoma MRU members and five MRC members, flew in a helicopter from

~Tort Lewis to look for tracks on the Muir snowfield. A ground team consisting of Pete Bustanoby,
Park Ranger Galen, and three friends of Hargis, left Paradise at 10:45 AM. Tracks were spotted
from the helicopter at 10:55 AM, and Tom and Rosa Anne were found at the top of Steven's Canyon
and east of Muir Caves basin at 11:25 AM. They were picked up and flown to Kautz Creek. The
ground team returned to Paradise by 1 PM, and everyone was debriefed by the Park Service at
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Longmire.

Participants from Seattle MRC included: In - town OL, George Sainsbury; Base OL, A~
Albright; Jim Baker, Pete Bustanoby, Jim Cleary, Ernie Dietrich, Dane Doerflinger, Al Ellsworth,
Dennis Fenstermaker, Mark Goddard, Howard Langeveld, Mike Marriot, Steve Plate, Deb Reihl,
Bob Schumaker, Dave Shema, Bob Upton, T. Uysal, and Rich Wiliams. Telephone committee
members participating in the callout included Kathy Ellsworth, Julie Albright, Marge Fenstermaker,
Marian Alloway, Ome and Matie Daiber.

MRC personnel, 25; Man-hours, 242; Miles, 1040.

87-01 - Ellensburg area, Alert, January 9 - 12, 1987

Christine Karstetter, a corporate co-pilot for Pacific Northwest Bell, and her friend Lisa
Brockett took off from the Ellensburg airpont in a rented single engine aircraft for a sightseeing
flight at about 1100 hours on January 8. It was reported missing later that afternoon, and an air
search began on the morning of January 9. Victor Ericson contacted PNB Chief Pilot, Larry Bash,
on the morning of January 9 and volunteered MRC assistance in case ground rescue crews were
needed. Ericson also notified MRC Rescue Chairman Al Errington about the situation. Because
no sign of the aircraft was found, MRC assistance was not requested. The air search continued

until January 13, when it was suspended.
Seattle MRC personnel, 2; Man-hours, 5; Miles, none.

87-02 - Yodelin Ridge, Incident, January 4, 1987

Mark Dale and a friend were skiing in a clearcut below a heavily timbered area. They gave
no thought to the possibility of avalanche, presuming that the stumps would anchor the snow. Mark
skied down several hundred feet and turned to take a picture of his friend. At this time a slab
avalanche was triggered 1.5 feet deep and several hundred feet across. Mark was carried mor
than 150 feet down the slope. Both skiers were buried to mid - thigh. Fortunately, they were able
to extricate themselves and ski out.

Seattle MRC personnel, 1; Man-hours, 1; Miles, none.

87-03 - Sun Valley, Idaho, Incident, February 4, 1987

Jon Noll and Marty Lentz had just finished the first run of the day on Blue Grouse at 9:30 AM

in 14 degree temperatures. As they reached the bottom they found that a girl had lost control,
skidded across a road face first, and hit a six inch square post head first. She suffered a number of
very deep facial lacerations, a broken upper jaw, neck injuries, and was bleeding profusely into her
throat. While Jon controlled traffic and sent passing skiers for the ski patrol, Marty and another skier
administered initial first aid. Ski patrol arrived within 10 minutes with a battery operated tube that
helped to remove blood and to maintain an airway. They provided a cervical collar, dressed the
facial cuts, administered oxygen, put the victim on a rigid litter, evacuated her within 50 minutes of
the accidents.
Seattle MRC personnel, 2; man-hours, 2; miles, none.

87-04 - Mill Creek (behind Stevens Pass), Incident, February 28, 1987

Diane Eldrenkamp and Mike Kalvelage were skiing an uncontrolled and unskied area with
two friends. The friends were caught in a two foot deep slab avalanche, swept downslope several
hundred feet, and completely buried. As Diane and Mike reached the debris, one of the friends
broke his hand loose. Mike, who had a shovel, quickly dug him out, and a fast probe located the
buried girl almost immediately. She had been three feet under the surface with no chance "_4
escaping. There were no avalanche detectors in the group.

Seattle MRC personnel, 2; Man-hours, 1; Miles, none.
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87-05 - La Grande Gorge, Pierce County, Recovery, March 30, 1987
Roy Bunn, age 21, and three teen-age boys from Tacoma camped on the night of March 28 at

~ a site on the lip of the La Grande Gorge just south of La Grande in Pierce County. The last of the

teenagers went to sleep at about 4 AM on Sunday, March 29, leaving Roy tending the fire. The
boys awoke at 10 AM that morning, but could not find Roy. After waiting and some searching they
left for home.

On Monday, March 30, Roy did not report for work. The boys contacted the Pierce County
Sheriff's office shortly before noon. Seattle MRC was contacted at 12:45 PM, and a rendezvous
was established for Southcenter at 3 PM. The group of 11 MRC members reached the base at
about 4:30 PM, and were briefed by former MRC member Sgt. Tom Miner. After reaching the
campsite down a steep 700 ft. brush covered slope, Al McGuire roped up and was belayed down to
the lip of the gorge from where he could look down and see the subject on the rocks in the bottom
of the gorge.

Both Al McGuire and Al Ellsworth rapped down the 230 feet to the bottom of the gorge on 300
foot static ropes to recover the body. A simple "Z" pulley system was used for the long lift out of the
gorge. Near the top the body snagged and loosened a 5 foot by 10 ten inch thick slab which fell, but
fortunately did not hit either McGuire or Ellsworth.

Seattle MRC participants included: Paul Williams and Greg Prothman, In-Town OL; Bill
Rengstorf, Radio; George Sainsbury, Base OL; Pete Bustanoby, Field OL; Jim Baker, Bill Davis,
Dane Doerflinger, Al Elisworth, Al McGuire, Bob Jackson, Chris Madden, Gayle Olcott.

Seattle MRC personnel, 13; Man-hours, 93; Miles, 840.

THIS 'N THAT ..... The Whatcom County people had a great party for Dave Jenkins to honor him

_for fitty years of service in search and rescue. . . . . . along with all the other honors, Washington

Mountain Rescue President Roger Beckett presented Dave with a mountain rescue plaque . . . . ..
Dave is one of the founders of Bellingham Mountain Rescue Council . . . . . our former member Ered
Beckey recently brought out the first revision of Volume | of the Cascade Alpine Guide . . . .. and the
revised Olympic Climber's Guide by Olympic Mountain Rescue is now scheduled for release in the
spring of 1988 . . . . Bill Closner, our honorary member from Stevenson, has retired as Sheriff of
Skamania County and has been succeeded by another longtime friend of MRC, his former
Undersheriff Ray Blaisdell . . . . .. another of our honorary members, Max Eckenburg, has recently
married the lovely and talented Carol Hall and is planning to build a new log home in the woods
north of Republic . . . .. our traveling members include Paul and Pat Williams, who were trekking in
Nepal in the winter and are currently in Mazatlan, Mike Norman who just returned from Hawaii and
Vic Ericson who just left for it, and Ann and Al Errington who just returned from a family and climbing
vacation in the Santa Catalina Range north of Tucson . . . . . Diane Eldrenkamp and Mike Kalvelage
spent two weeks in Mexico working with refugees . . . .. _Don and Natala Goodman are preparing for
a summer climbing trip in the Altai Range in the Soviet Union . . . .. news of the death of John Day,
who we helped take off Mt. McKinley in 1960 with the Whittaker twins and Pete Schoening, was
recently received . . . .. and of Jack Baldwin, one of the founders and guiding lights for many years
of the Hood River Alpinees, a founding team in MRA . . . . . and the Oregon people have formed the
Oregon Mountain Rescue Council as a state association and a region in MRA, patterned after
Washington Mountain Rescue Association . . . . . Portland Mountain Rescue plans to join us at the
Leavenworth rock practice this spring . . . . . our old friend Olympic National Park Ranger Jack
Hughes was featured with a full page on his rescue exploits in the Seattle Post Intelligencer in
January . . . .. Giles Thompson, the Mt. Hood victim who lost his legs, is learning how to ski on

“artificial limbs at Winter Park, Colorado, this winter . . . . . remember the great bird rescue at the Port

Angeles oil spill? Well, all participants have been honored with a plaque with names in bronze at
the P. A. waterfront and paid for by ARCO, the perpetrators of the spill . . . . .. Our Vice Chairman
Warren Thompson and his wife Annette are the proud parents of a 7.5 Ib boy, Adam, born April 6.






