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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Nov., 21 MRC Monthly Board Meeting, 8 p.me., School Administration
Wednesday Bldg,, 815 4th Y., Seattle. All members welcome,

Dec, 17 West Seattle MRC Team mesting, 7:30 p.m., West Seattle YMCA,
Monday There will be a discussion of personal gear for winter res-

cues., Phone Everett Lasher AV. 2032 for further details.

Dec., 19 Monthly Boaré Meeting---sams time and place as for Nov, 21
Wednesday meeting (ses above),
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PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE OFF TO A GOOD START

A number of good ideas were kicked around at the first meeting of the nsw
MRC public relstions committes meeting, a2t Chairmarn Bill Westbo s home on
Nove 7o This will be a "service" committee designed to facilitate and sx-
pedite news coverage oI rsscués Dy newspapers, radio and TV, MRC realizes
that its most useful and newsworthy publicity is that it receives for carry-
ing on its actual rescue operations. On futurs rescues, the plan is to
appoint some memter or memoers as "PIO's, 1.5., "public information officers,"
who will work closely with the rescus operational leader. Some member will
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also be assignsd to remain in Seattle; he will be the "middle man' between

the field and the local news people.

Pictures, of course, are of prime Importance for any complete news story
of rescues, and here ls where the rank-and-file rescue members can help
out. Those of you who are able to take cameras with you on rescues are
asked to shoot bla ck and white film and to make thig film avalilable for
use by newspapers and TV. They will handle the film processing for us at
nc charge and return film to us after use. This true of both stills and
movies, When you are called out on a rescue and you do have a black and
white camera along, sc notify the rescue leader and/or the "PIO."
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Cn military rescue opsrations, NRC naturally has no prerogative to give out
information., EKowever, worL£ing inr conjunction with the military PIO's, MRC
can help by providing tnz accurate dstaills of MRC's participation,

One other aim of the PR committse is to see what can be done to get follow=-
up stories before the pudlic eye. Many times the final dstails are re-
duced to a few lines In the dailly papser, or omitted altogethere.

This new committee offers an excellent cpportunity for members, new and old,
to volunteer thelr services in sz number of ways., For members who are un-
able to leave Seattle, for one reason or another, on actual rescues, there
is a chance to act as the local lialson man., Bill Westbo at GA. 5593 will
be happy to discuss the work of this committee with anyone willing to help,

Incidentally, Bill has done a yeoman service in lining up support among
the local radioc and TV stations. MRC owes a debt of gratitude to Bill's
mother, Mrs, Westbo, for her excellent support of MRC, including a cash
donation,
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BILL DEGENHARDT'S SUDDEN PASSING IS GREAT LOSS

It i1s with a large measure of respect for his memory and sympathy for

his family that we record the death of our able, experienced and universally
well-liked wice-chairman of MRC, Bill Degenhardt., Bill died Thursday, Nov,
15 in the BSeattle General Hospital from a3 thrombosis, The funeral services
were held Saturday afternoon, Nov. 17, at Central Lutheran Church in Seattle.

That Bill will be missed goes without saying. Few people in mountaineering
circles in this region are more widely known or liked than was Bill., A per=-
son who has known Bill over & period of several decades described him as =
very gentle person who would never hurt anyone else's feelings or say an
unkind word about another person., In MRC beard meetings, Bill always ex-
pressed a very carefully listened to viewpoint on all important problems.

In recent years he has worked ceaselessly for better training methods in
MRC, and ag training chalrman he contributed greatly to the efficlency of

MRC in emergency situvations. His helpful counsel will be sorely missed

by the board and MRC in gensral.

The Newsletter feels particularly the vold=--=because it was our pleasure

to have Bill's handiwork for the mesthead on this publication., Each time

it appeared, 1t meant Bill had to do the job by hand., His only comment was
that "I was glad to help.," His wife Stella has worked wi th us hand-in-glove
in getting out the Newsletters. Together they made a wnderful tesm working
on behalf of MRC,
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PAINE FIELD HOSTS MRC-AF GET-TOGETHER

Col, Wintermute and officers of Paine Air Force Base were hosts at a dinner
Nov, 9 at the base officers cluby, for some 35 MRC members who participated

in the Whitehorse and Olympic operations plus the MRC board. Chailrmaen Dor-
rell Looff reports that a very fine social evening was enjoyed by those

who attended., Ome Daiber spoke on mountaln rescue and survival techniques.
There was ample opportunity for exchange of ideas and information,

One other bit of news at Paine 1s that MRC personnel from Seattle and Bell~
ingham was on hand to participate in a training session there on Nov. 4,
Purpose was to familiarize civilian agencies with rockets and missiles
carried on Paine's jets and to learn the proper procedure for approaching
crashed alrcraft, Certain special problems are inherent in dealing with
today's modern military aircraft, which are much larger and more complicated.
Thematter of security regulations is another important factor,
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BOARD BRIEFS from Octe 17 meetingsesoses CLlLEf Plouff recently addressed
the Boeing Flying Club, describing MRC and recommending the adoption of
survival kits for civilian alrcraft. He offered MRC technical advice on
this subject should they care to pursue lbesse..newly affiliated with
Seattle MRC is Dr, Tom Hornbeln, ex-president of the Rocky Mountain Rescue
Group. Tom is presently interning at Harborview hospital here, With his
training in the Rockies he should mrove a valuable addition to our local
fOorce8cesoolotbters from the National Park Ssrvice and Coast Guard thanked
and complimented MRC on its part in the recent Olymplc search and rescue
operations.
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THE WEST SEATTLE MRC team 1s an enthusiastic group., Their forthcoming Dec.
17 meeting (see Calendar of Coming Events) will their third, Everett Lasher
reports that about 20 MRCers reside in that district. He believes that many
members who are unable to get to board meetings will take part in the dist-
rict groups, One advantage he sees is that when 1t is fully outfitted to
act as a team, the West Seattleites' group can get away to rescues south of
Seattle much more gquickly than can groups from other parts Bf town, Good
luck to this group and keep us posted on your asctivities (one of which is
establishment of an squipment cache.,)
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ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS~~----HERE IS A VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM

Scarcely an issue of this Newsletter has gone to press without some appeal

for rescue members to turn in excess gear that they have collected on res-

cues, Various members have been loaned valuable psrscnal equipment such

as lce axes, crampons, boots and clothing by fellow members during searches
and rescues. It is getting to the point where some of our most experienced
members no longer are properly equipped for all emergencles because someone
has failed to return this borrowed gear, Please make a diligent search of

your equipment to make sure that you have returned all borrowed gear.

If you find any, either contact the owner Immediately, or ¥f you do not

know the owner, call Dave Willis at EM. 0103. Dave has taken on the Jjob

. of trying to help return all gear to 1lts rightful owners, but please don't
depend on him to do a Job that you can do yourself,

This-is an urgent appeal to all members. Please cooperate and help to
solve this problem immediately.

(There are three shirts that were turned in following the Mt. Rainier
search for the Boy 8cout., These are Chalirmaen Dorrell's; call AD. 0763.)
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NEWS OF OTEZR RESCUES b

EMRU (That's ths Everstt unit's abbr.) reports: "Glen Watson was the object
of an intensive search on Oct. 26 by EMRU. Watson had slipped while jump-
ing a creek on Ketney Mtn. near Verlot on the first day of hunting season
injuring a nerve and temporarily paralyzing his right leg. Glen has extend=-
ed his appreciation to EMRU and all those who participsted."

EXCERPTS from AP story datelined N, Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 20, "Alex Patter-
son, lost six days and six nights on rain-and-snow-swept Mt, Seymour was
found alive  today, the RCAF reported., He was in fairly good condition. He
had shivered alone in a cave on the 4000' mtn, since last Sunday (Oct. 14),
when with two companions he became lost on a hiking trip. Patterson wore
only light clothes, had no food or matches, and withstood the worst wesk

of early winter weather this year. Patterson was found at the 2500' level
on the side of a cliff-face. One of the 3-man party perished, Gordon Mc
Farlane, 27, died while attempting to find his way down. Kobert Duncan, 23,
who stumbled to safety Wed. sald he saw McFarlane's body lying in a creek.
Duncan said the face was badly gashed and 1t appeared his companion had
fallen from a cliff," (Editor's comment: Boy Scout Hichard Mizuhata, you'll
recall, was also found on the sixth daye)
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—~ RECAP ON OLYMPIC SEARCE OPERATICK

MRC leaders who were there have gones ove
search in October and feel that it will
bership at largee. It 1s printed nere in

r the written report of the Clympic
be of intersest and value toc the mem-
its entiretys

For the second time in 1956, MRC was reguested to asslst USAF in a search
for missing airmen following crash of Jet alrcraft, Here are details,

THE ACCIDENT g Thursday, Oct. 4, two F-89H Northrop Scorpion jets from
Paine AFB, Everett, Wash.,, colllded over Mt., Olympus, 7984', in Olympic
National Park and crashed south of the peak. Occupants were lst Lt. Bugene

A, Hamby, pilot; lst Lt, Jim B. Paschall, radar observer; 2d Lt. George W.
Deer, pllots and lst Lt. Robert L. Canup, radar observer., The first three
parachuted from thelr planes immediately following the air collission at
estimated altitude of 25,000, This was at 6320 p.m, and night had already
fallen in the park below,

{to next page)







